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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This Independent Environmental Audit was commissioned by Lismore City Council (LCC) to assess 

compliance with the Conditions of Approval (CoA) for Blakebrook Quarry, located in the Northern Rivers 

region of New South Wales. The audit was conducted in accordance with Schedule 5, Condition 12 of 

Project Approval 07_0020 and covers the three-year period from January 2022 to December 2024 and 

includes observations from site inspection and verification in May 2025. 

The audit was led by David McLean, with a site inspection conducted on the 19th of May 2025. The scope 

included a detailed review of compliance with Project Approval conditions, the Environmental Protection 

Licence 3384, and other relevant statutory obligations. The audit also assessed implementation of key 

environmental management plans and commitments outlined in Annual Environmental Management 

Reviews (AEMRs). 

The audit identified a high level of compliance across the majority of conditions. A total of 74 conditions 

were assessed, with: 

• 59 conditions rated as Compliant 

• 5 as Non-Compliant 

• 10 as Not Triggered  

Several non-compliances were noted in relation to Terms of Approval, Notification to Landowners and Soil 

and Water Management. A number of these were identified in Annual Environmental Management Reviews 

during the audit period, which have been notified to DPHI, actions taken and matters subsequently closed 

out. These non-conformances are required to be included within the audit report in accordance with the 

NSW Independent Environmental Audit Guidelines. 

The audit found that LCC has continued to implement its environmental management framework and 

respond to compliance issues when identified. The general operation of the site appears to be effectively 

managed in accordance with compliance requirements for the facility, with few complaints or issues 

identified. 

This report provides a consolidated register of audit findings and recommended actions to support 

continuous improvement. Of note there has been considerable additional information obtained for the 

project over the audit period from what was considered in the originally approved management plans. 

There are a number of recommendations associated with addressing these based on the current available 

information for the project and on the review undertaken by the auditor as a response to the consultation 

completed for the project. 

 

 



 

IEA AUDIT REPORT 2025 – BLAKEBROOK QUARRY MP07-0020 2 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project overview 

The Blakebrook Quarry is operated by Northern Rivers Quarry (NRQ) which is a commercial entity controlled 

by Lismore City Council (The Proponent). The quarry is located at 550 Nimbin Road Blakebrook NSW 2480, 

approximately 7 kilometres northwest of Lismore on Lot 53 DP 1254990 and Lot 54 DP 1254990. (See Figure 

1). 

 

Figure 1: LEP 2012 Zoning Blakebrook Quarry Map 

The Blakebrook Quarry is identified as a State Significant Development (SSD). It produces a range of quarry 

products supplying to Northern NSW, including aggregate, drainage rock, road base, basalt, metal dust, fill 

material, and select fill. A mobile asphalt plant remains located in the southwestern portion of the quarry 

footprint and is operated by RPQ Asphalt Pty Ltd a part of Downer Group Pty Ltd approved under the 

Quarry Mod 3 approval. This asphalt plant is currently being replaced with a new mobile plant. 

Surrounding land use remains predominantly rural and agricultural, including cattle and horse grazing, 

pasture production, and horticulture, with land zoned RU1 Primary Production under the Lismore Local 

Environmental Plan (LEP). The area covered by the approval includes bush regeneration areas and offsets as 

part of the SSD approval. 

There are eight sensitive receivers located in proximity to the quarry, with the closest dwelling 

approximately 650m to the southwest of the quarry.  The Access to the site is via a sealed access road from 
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Nimbin Road. The total area of the site is 128 hectares, with a portion of the site provided for the asphalt 

plant at Lot 54 DP1254990.  

The Project Approval (Application Number 07_0020) was granted on 24 November 2009. Since that time, 

the project has undergone two modifications relevant to the project with Modification 1 (approved 18 

September 2017) and Modification 3 (approved 20 July 2021) forming the basis for the assessment of 

compliance. The development application held by Council has been surrendered and the latter, of which 

permits the operation of a mobile asphalt plant within the quarry footprint. The limits imposed by 

Conditions of Approval (CoA) on Modification 3 are as follows: 

1)  The Proponent may carry out quarrying operations and Asphalt plant operations on the site 

 until 31 December 2039. 

Note: Under this approval, the Proponent is required to rehabilitate the site and carry out 

additional requirements and undertakings to the satisfaction of the Secretary. Consequently, this 

approval will continue to apply in all respects other than the right to conduct quarrying operations 

until the rehabilitation of the site and those requirements and undertakings have been carried out 

to the standard required by the applicable conditions. 

2) The Proponent must not undertake quarrying operations below 55 m AHD in the northern pit or 

 105m AHD in the southern pit. Note: Drainage sumps may be constructed below this level with the 

 agreement of the Secretary.  

3) The Proponent must not: 

a) transport more than 600,000 tonnes of quarry products from the site per calendar year 

b) transport more than 50,000 tonnes of asphalt from the site per calendar year 

c) dispatch more than 150 laden trucks from the site on any calendar day  

 

1.2 Auditor approval requirements 

CoA 12 and 13 – Schedule 4 of MP07-0020 set out the requirements for undertaking Independent Audits. In 

accordance with Schedule 5, CoA 12 (a), Independent Audits are to be led and conducted by a suitably 

qualified, experienced and independent team of experts whose appointment has been endorsed by the 

Secretary. 

On 29 April 2025, the NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) endorsed David 

McLean as the Lead Auditor for the Independent Environmental Audit of Blakebrook Quarry.  The letter of 

approval is provided in Appendix B.  

1.3 The audit objectives 

The objective of this Independent Audit is to satisfy MP07-0020 Schedule 5 CoAs 12 and 13: 

12) Within three years of the date of grant of this project approval, and every 3 years thereafter, unless 

 the Secretary directs otherwise, the Proponent must commission, commence and pay the full cost of 

 an Independent Environmental Audit of the project. This audit must: 

(a)  be led and conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent team of experts 

whose appointment has been endorsed by the Secretary;  
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(b)  include consultation with the relevant agencies and the CCC;  

(c)  assess the environmental performance of the project and whether it is complying with the 

relevant requirements in this approval and any relevant EPL or necessary water licences for the 

project (including any assessment, strategy, plan or program required under these approvals); 

(d)  review the adequacy of strategies, plans or programs required under the above mentioned 

approvals;  

(e)  recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental performance of the 

project, and/or any assessment, strategy, plan or program required under the above mentioned 

approvals; and 

 (f)  be conducted and reported to the satisfaction of the Secretary.  

13  Within 12 weeks of commencing this audit, or as otherwise agreed by the Secretary, the Proponent 

must submit a copy of the audit report to the Secretary and any other NSW agency that requests it, 

together with its response to any recommendations contained in the audit report, and a timetable 

for the implementation of these recommendations as required. The Proponent must implement 

these recommendations, to the satisfaction of the Secretary. 

1.4 Audit scope 

The audit covers the following scope:  

• Review of the Project documentation and records from January 2022 to December 2024 (the audit 

period) (as provided under the RFQ for the project). 

• Site inspection and interview with key personnel during the audit in May 2025. 

• Review of Project performance against MP07-0020 CoA and Environmental Protection Licence (EPL) 

(by reviewing the annual environmental monitoring reports submitted in 2022, 2023 and 2024). 

• Details of the Audit Report to be submitted to DPHI within 12 weeks from site inspection; and 

• Consultation with stakeholders DPHI, Environment Protection Agency (EPA) and Community 

Consultative Committee (CCC) and landowners where monitoring stations are located.  

o DPHI requested the following key issues should be addressed in the audit:  
- A review of surface water and dust monitoring locations, considering the effects of 

local traffic on gravel roads, interactions with cattle and birds, and 

recommendations for potential improvements in placement or design 

- A review of the implementation of weed management measures across the quarry 

and a recommendation for any improvements 

- A review of dust management at the quarry 

- A review of the asphalt plant Out of Hours Works Protocol process with a focus on 

the administrative aspects including but not limited to the timeline of campaigns.  

o The Chairperson of the CCC requested the audit: 

- In the operation of the quarry, making sure their compliance monitoring is correct 
and fit for purpose 

- Conflicts between separate legal requirements for DPHI and EPL. Trying to resolve 
inconsistencies and requirements between both sets of obligations. 

o The Environmental Protection Agency requested the audit: 

- Assess suitability of monitoring points for water quality monitoring (Surface and 

Groundwater) and their location 
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• Operational Traffic Management Plan v4.2 - Blakebrook Quarry February 2024  

• Environmental Management Strategy v4.3 - Blakebrook Quarry January 2024  

• Biodiversity and Rehabilitation Management Plan V4.1 – Blakebrook Quarry March 2019  

• Soil and Water Management Plan - Blakebrook Quarry February 2019  

• Blakebrook Quarry Biodiversity Offset Strategy July 2019  

• Annual Environmental Monitoring Report 2022  

• Annual Environmental Monitoring Report 2023  

• Annual Environmental Monitoring Report 2024  

• Blakebrook Quarry Blast Reports 2022  

• Blakebrook Quarry Blast Reports 2023  

• Blakebrook Quarry Noise Monitoring Summary Results November 2022  

• Blakebrook Quarry Noise Monitoring Summary Results December 2023  

• Blakebrook Quarry Noise Monitoring Summary Results December 2024 

• Blakebrook Quarry Dust Monitoring Summary Results 2022  

• Blakebrook Quarry Dust Monitoring Summary Results 2023  

• Blakebrook Quarry Dust Monitoring Summary Results 2024  

• Three yearly Independent Audit Report - 2022  

• Blakebrook Quarry Ground Water Analysis Results 2022 

• Blakebrook Quarry Surface Water Analysis Results 2022 

• Blakebrook Quarry Ground Water Analysis Results 2023 

• Blakebrook Quarry Surface Water Analysis Results 2023  

• Blakebrook Quarry Ground Water Analysis Results 2024 

• Blakebrook Quarry Surface Water Analysis Results 2024 

• Blakebrook Quarry Ground Water Analysis Results up to Mar 2025 

• Blakebrook Quarry Surface Water Analysis Results up to Mar 2025 

• Blakebrook Quarry – Extraordinary CCC Meeting Minutes (Redacted) 16 February 2023 
Community Consultative Committee Guidelines 2023 

• Community Consultative Committee Meeting Minutes 28 November 2024 

• Community Consultative Committee Meeting Minutes including Addendum – 30 November 2023 

• NRQ Community Consultative Committee Meeting Minutes – Revised – 1 December 2022 

An Audit checklist was prepared comprising all conditions from Schedule 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the MP 07_0020 

Mod 3 and a selection of mitigation measures from the Environmental Management Strategy and sub-plans. 

All other records reviewed and presented as evidence of compliance were detailed in the audit table 

attached as Appendix A. 

2.3.5 General audit findings 

Independent Audit findings (refer to Section 3 and Appendix A) were based on verifiable evidence. The 

evidence included:  

• Relevant records, documents and reports 

• Interviews of relevant site personnel 

• Photographs 

• Figures and plans; and  

• Site inspections of relevant locations, activities and processes. 

2.3.6 Compliance evaluation 

The Auditor determined the compliance status of each compliance requirement in the Audit Table 

(Appendix A), using the following descriptors 
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While operationally reasonable, it is recommended that this inconsistency be formally addressed under 

Schedule 2, Condition 3 by updating the management plan to reference the agreement with the Secretary. 

Blakebrook Quarry has not exceeded the allowable two blasts per month limit at any time across the 

recorded period (January 2022 – December 2024). All blast frequencies are in accordance with Schedule 3, 

Condition 7 of the CoA. It was identified through consultation that there was concern raised related to the 

rattling of doors or windows during a blast by a sensitive receiver. The recorded levels of vibration, the 

location and the calibration records were reviewed in regard to this concern. As noted the recorded levels 

are consistent with the British standard for structural buildings BS ISO 4866:2010 and are within the limits 

below cosmetic impacts associated with vibration. 

The sensitive receivers utilises the limit of 5mm/s PPV which is above the recorded levels received at the 

monitoring sites for all recorded events during the audit period and impacts on the structure of the building 

would not be expected below this level based on this standard  (Australian and New Zealand Environment 

Councils Technical Basis for Guidelines to Minimise Annoyance Due to Blasting Overpressure and Ground 

Vibration, September 1990).  

Out of hours process 

To undertake operations outside of hours in Table 1 (Schedule 3 Condition 1) of Project Approval 07_0020, 

an Out of Hours Work Protocol (OHWP) is required. Schedule 3 Condition 2A requires the OHWP to be 

approved by DPHI. 

During the audit it was highlighted by the Asphalt Plant Surfacing Manager that there were significant 

challenges associated with the out of hours approval process related to the development of the campaigns. 

This related to the requirements related to asphalt surfacing driven by the clients for the batch plans. 

Specifically, Council and transport and the nature of the works.  

Clients would require asphalt outside of hours where a traffic switch, road, or lane closure was required to 

minimise impacts on the travelling public. This request for materials was often haphazard and with very 

little lead time to facilitate the works being completed and the associated notification requirements under 

the OHWP. 

Of note the complaints related to the facility have primarily resulted from noise and vibration, although the 

actual number of complaints are low and appropriate actions appear to have been completed by the 

asphalt facility to address the complaint in accordance with the CoA. 

The approach of utilising an out of hours campaign appears to have arisen from the nature of asphalt 

production, clients’ requests for supply and the associated need to meet specification compliance for the 

material that necessitated provision outside standard hours.  

The administrative process for the out of hours protocol requires, determination of the likely need for the 

out of hours, the number of shifts required for the need and the consultation with the EPA, with residents 

and approval from DPHI for the Out of Hours Work Protocol (OHWP).  

The current approach under the April to July 2025 OHWP (version 3.6) appears to provide some flexibility in 

regard to the timing of the shifts within the campaign itself (although these campaigns are limited). From an 

administrative perspective it may be worth considering extending the period of the campaigns to provide 

additional flexibility in performing out of hours works, while reducing the administrative burden. 
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• Dust Deposition Gauge 3 (DDG3) (Booerie Creek Road) (over 960m). 

Of note the large particles from a quarry operation will generally deposit within a few hundred meters from 

the dust source, while particles of an intermediate size range (10–30 µm) (potentially associated with 

crushing and screening) are likely to travel up to 200–500m. 

Additional considerations include: 

• orientation of receptors relative to the prevailing wind direction; and  

• topography, terrain and physical features. 

(IAQM (2016) Guidance on the Assessment of Mineral Dust Impacts for Planning. Institute of Air Quality Management, London) 

The topography of the quarry and the surrounding landscape provides a significant barrier to dust 

dispersion outside of the quarry. The initial modelling undertaken for quarry was not reviewed as part of 

the audit and as such the nature of the air environment and the associated movement of air flow was not 

reviewed with the exception of data available on prevailing winds from the Bureau of Meteorology. 

Effectively this means that the volumes of dust reaching the dust deposition gauges related to the quarry 

has for the most part been dropped out before reaching the dust deposition gauge locations at DDG 3 and 

DDG 2. Both sites have recorded elevated dust over the audit period. With the closest gauge to the quarry 

(DDG 1) not recording any elevated dust levels during the audit period, likely due to the prevailing wind 

conditions and the associated extraction operation from the quarry.  

Dust deposition gauges themselves provide a means to assess ambient air and background air quality 

conditions and can provide an indicative level of deposition, above which complaints are more likely. The 

significant separation distances from the quarry, the elevation and the prevailing wind conditions limit the 

suitability of these dust deposition gauges for the purpose of compliance.  

The location of DDG3 has several issues associated with this being used as a compliance assessment tool. 

These issues are summarised below: 

• DDG 3 (Booerie Creek Road):  

o Significant elevation change between the quarry and the monitoring location (110m 

change). This likely results in shadowing from the terrain to the gauge site affecting dust 

deposition this far from the site.  

o The site is to the east with the prevailing wind conditions from the east, northeast and 

southeast moving from the surrounding area back towards the quarry. 

o The site location is adjacent to Booerie Creek Road. This road is unsealed at this location 

and adjacent land uses to the east of the site include grazing and farming. This would likely 

provide a far larger contribution of dust to the gauge than from the quarry. 

From a compliance perspective, verification of dust emissions and their source at this location is unlikely to 

be possible without significant assessment and analysis of the dust particulates which makeup the samples 

collected. Which significantly limits the value of this dust deposition gauge for the purpose of compliance 

and likely only provides an understanding of the background conditions from this site location. 

Based on my review, I believe that the current location for DDG 3 is not an appropriate location for a dust 

deposition gauge to assess nuisance dust emissions from the facility. It is recommended that an alternative 

monitoring point be considered. This gauge is recommended to be relocated to the west of the facility along 

Keerong Road within 200m of the intersection to Nimbin Road.  
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Surface Water Monitoring 

The approach being implemented for the Soil and Water Management Plans surface water quality 

monitoring plan includes a preference for sampling post a rainfall event greater than 25mm where there is 

no active or passive release from SW1. Specifically, the management plan (Soil and Water Management Plan 

2019) notes: 

This monitoring will ideally follow a rainfall event defined as (>25mm in 24 hours)9. 

9The receiving waters are largely ephemeral, with little or no surface flows present between events, precluding 

monitoring of dry weather flows. 

A review of the surface water monitoring undertaken for the 2022, 2023, and 2024 monitoring periods 

against the rainfall data identified that none of the monitoring events met this criterion. It was also noted 

that for the rainfall received in the preceding five days of a surface water monitoring event that the rainfall 

at the site did not reach this volume (>25mm) for all of the 2022, 2023 and 2024 monitoring events.  

This has likely resulted in the lack of data associated with the small catchment upstream of SW5, with 

recorded surface water monitoring only undertaken on four monitoring events (in 2022) over the three-year 

audit period.  

Water Balance Monitoring 

In regard to the annual water balance reporting conducted for the site there is noted a significant seepage 

loss across the audit period for the northern pit. A breakdown of the seepage loss across the monitoring is 

included below: 

• Annual seepage loss of 607.7Ml from the northern pit was recorded in the 2022 annual water 

balance report 

• Annual seepage loss of 198.2 ML from SB3 (northern pit basin) in the 2023 annual water balance 

report 

• Annual seepage loss of 196 ML from SB3 (in the northern pit basin) was recorded in the 2024 

annual water balance report. 

It is noted in the 2022 water balance annual report that: 

“Rapid seepage (exfiltration) was observed to occur from all water storages following rainfall, such 

that the available storage capacity was generally restored through natural processes (seepage and 

evaporation) within the required timeframe following the cessation of rainfall and pumping to the 

LPDs was not needed”. 

And in the 2023 water balance annual report that: 

“Quarry Management has advised that typically, all ponded water is lost (to seepage and 

evaporation) within a few days following rain and pumping of excess water directly to the LPD is 

rarely required” 

This is consistent with the 2023 report and the same level of water seepage loss is noted in the 2024 annual 

water balance report. This seepage loss from the quarry may be relevant to the surface water monitoring 

for the project site.  
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Suitability of monitoring points 

The catchments on the site for the monitoring points have been reviewed as part of the audit scope (raised 

by EPA, DPHI and CCC) and the suitability of these. Of note the catchments for SW2 and SW3 are part of the 

broader, very large catchment of Terania Creek and represent upstream and downstream points from the 

water that would flow from the quarry site through SW1 and SW5. 

The catchments of SW1 and SW5 are both relatively small catchments. With the estimated area of each 

being: 

• SW1, approximately 40 hectares 

• SW5, approximately 22 hectares. 

Based on these areas identified the catchment from SW5 is approximately half of the size of SW1. Of note 

the surface water monitoring for SW5 has only ever recorded results in the 2022 monitoring events during 

the audit period, and two recorded events in 2021 (outside the audit period).  

Effectively only flowing for 25% of the audit period (results) during the high rainfall received in 2022 (annual 

rainfall of 4,235mm), as opposed to no flow periods in 2023 (annual rainfall 1028mm) and 2024 (annual 

rainfall 1914mm). 

These continual flow events through SW1, and the associated recorded substantial seepage losses through 

the north pit (in the area of basin SB3) may indicate contributions to this surface water catchment from 

groundwater seepage from the quarry site. An investigation into this potential for the catchment is 

recommended to be completed to characterise this contribution of seepage into the surface water from the 

operation of the quarry. 

In relation to the suitability of SW5 for water quality monitoring it is anticipated that more representative 

results from this catchment would be recorded through targeted monitoring events post rainfall. While 

events greater than 25mm in a 24hr period may be difficult to monitor (as specified in the Soil and Water 

Management Plan), a minimum rainfall event may be appropriate. As an example, a minimum rainfall event 

of 15mm in the preceding 24hr period could be utilised to target representative monitoring events. It 

appears that without the targeting of a rainfall period being prescribed in the Soil and Water Management 

Plan the monitoring is not recording an event or providing any data for analysis related to this catchment. 

The remaining monitoring points are appropriate for the site with SW2 and SW3 utilised as upstream and 

downstream background monitoring points, while SW1 and SW5 are utilised as the impact monitoring 

points. It is not recommended that these are changed or modified at this point of time. 

Licensed Point Discharge 

The Licensed Point Discharge 4 (LPD) which has as yet not been approved was inspected during the site 

audit. The LPD runs from the southern pit and based on the Soil and Water Management Plan the release 

point is due west from this pit towards the monitoring point at SW5. 

This LPD would require pumping to facilitate its use due to the terrain and the slope from the northern pit. 

The water from the quarry pit in the south flows to the northeast around the pit and then leaves the quarry 

site. This water appears to flow to the southeast of the site back towards Blakebrook Creek. 

To ensure the discharge point from the facility was viable the site would either need to ensure all pumping 

was undertaken to the LPD3 point for the northern pit, with a level set to trigger pumping to ensure there 

was no overtopping back through the quarry to the east (as in the current condition for the site).  
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Or alternately investigate utilising a discharge point for the operation of the quarry to the east of the 

northern pit where the water currently runs (Figure 2). This may require an additional surface water 

monitoring point in Blakebrook Creek with additional verification relating to characterisation of this 

catchment. It is noted that this is currently being investigated for the site by LCC in regard to a suitable point 

for this purpose. 

This eastern alternative from the southern pit has the advantage of utilising the terrain from the quarry to 

facilitate overtopping events following above design event rainfall and does not rely on significant pumping 

to facilitate this. If this is to be utilised a review of the quarry and footprint should be undertaken to ensure 

the operation of the quarry remains within the existing approved boundaries of the site. 

It is recommended that the catchment to the east of the southern pit is investigated further for suitability 

given that the existing surface water flows from the site into that catchment to Blakebrook Creek. 

Figure 2: LPD 3 and existing water movement 

 

Basin Monitoring 

During the reporting period water loggers were installed at a number of the basins. The water loggers 

installed monitor water volumes within the basins. In the AEMR for 2024, the report uses the terminology 

of “on or about” in regard to potential overtopping events. Given the use of these loggers on the site, 
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Accurate records to and 
from (including time of 
arrival and dispatch) 
publish every 6 months 

Dispatch times 
recorded  

Published 22 February 
2024 
 
 

Published 9 January 
2025 
 
Dispatch times recorded 
– not arrival times 

 

During the onsite inspection of the project it was identified that material loads into the site for the purpose 

of materials for production of asphalt and quarry product brought into the site are tracked and recorded at 

the weighbridge but do not appear to be captured in the annual reporting for the project published on the 

website. 
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 The Asphalt Plant Operator failed to notify LCC and the EPA at least seven days’ prior to undertaking 

 out-of-hours work on six occasions between July and October. Internal investigations identified that 

 this incidence of non-compliance was primarily due to Asphalt Plant Operator not being aware of 

 their obligations under the OHWP, EPL 3384, and Project Approval MP07 0020. Following the 

 incident, the Asphalt Plant Operator implemented measures to mitigate further non-compliance. 

• 18 Sep 2023 to 16 Oct 2023 

Ash deposits at monitoring gauge D3 were 10.3 g/m2/month. This exceeds the allowable criteria 

(ash > 4 g/m2/month) as stipulated by Schedule 3 Condition 10. During the 2023 monitoring period, 

dust deposition gauge D3 was relocated closer to Booerie Creek Road to address safety concerns 

with regards to property access and the presence of dogs. During the exposure period, the 

predominant winds were from the northeast. The Quarry is located to the northwest. This was 

recorded in the AEMR 

 

• 11 Dec 2023 – 08 Jan 2024 

Ash deposits at monitoring gauge D3 were 9.3 g/m2/month. This exceeds the allowable criteria (ash 

> 4 g/m2/month) as stipulated by Schedule 3 Condition 10. During the 2023 monitoring period, 

dust deposition gauge D3 was relocated closer to Booerie Creek Road to address safety concerns 

with regards to property access and the presence of dogs. During the exposure period, the 

predominant winds were from the northeast. The Quarry is located to the northwest. This was 

recorded in the AEMR. 

 

• 29 May 2024 

 During winter evening/night monitoring on 29 May 2024, a noise exceedance from the asphalt 

 plant was recorded at Receiver 8. Council self-reported the exceedance to DPHI and EPA on 26 June 

 2024 and notified affected landowners in accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 1(a). A report was 

 submitted to both agencies on 28 June, and the EPA closed the matter on 12 July. Due to limited 

 nightworks, DPHI approved supplementary monitoring to occur during the 2025 summer period. 

 This was conducted on 6 February 2025 with no exceedances recorded. 

 Ecoteam recommended, based on advice from Ambience Audio Services, installing LED signage to 

 discourage compression braking. A truck involved in a separate noise incident was banned and the 

 driver re-inducted. Additional noise mitigation measures may be considered following further 

 consultation. 

• 13 Feb 2024 – 5 Dec 2024 

During 2024, two exceedances in SSt were detected at monitoring station D3, while one exceedance 

 was detected at monitoring station D2. The exceedances were minor, and all levels of dust 

 deposition measured as ash content were well below the air quality assessment criteria of 4 

 g/m2/mth. In addition, sustained annual average dust deposition (SSt and ash content) for all 

 station were >4 g/m2/mth. Exceedances were self-reported on 13 February 2024, 26 July 2024 and 

 5 December 2024, however using ash content as an indicator of quarry dust content; rather than 

the required suspended particulates (refer to details in Section 3.2.2) for dust monitoring.  

• 2024 period 
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