
 

 

 

Application for a Cemetery and/or Burial on Private Rural Land 
 
Lismore City Council, PO Box 23A, Lismore  2480 (43 Oliver Avenue, Goonellabah) 
Ph. 1300 87 83 87  Fax:  66 250 400         Email: council@lismore.nsw.gov.au  
ABN 60 080 932 837 

Office Use Only – please print clearly 
Register number AF File Number 

 
Property Number 
 

 
 

NAR 
 

Permit for Burial Fee 
 

Private Cemetery Fee 
 

Part 1: Details of property and description of activity 
Will this involve: 
 

☐ Private Cemetery and/or 

 

☐ Burial on Private Rural Land 
 

  

Number 
 

Street Name 

Suburb  

Part 2: Applicant and contact details 
Given Name/s 
 
 
 

Family Name/s 
 

              

Organisation/Company Name 
 

Postal Address  

Contact Number/s – Landline Mobile   

Email Address  

Relationship to the deceased  

Part 3: Details of deceased 
 
Full Name of deceased 
 
 
 

              

Last residential address 
 
 
 
Age 
 
 
 

Sex 
 

Marital Status 
 

Date of Death 
 

Place of Death 
 

Proposed date and time of burial 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

   

   

fr 
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city council 



 

 
 

 
Without the owner’s consent, we will not accept the application. This is a very strict requirement for all applications.  
If you are signing on the owner’s behalf as the owner’s legal representative, you must state the nature of your legal authority and attach documentary 

evidence (e.g. power of attorney, executor, trustee, company director, etc).  

Part 4: Details of burial 
 

Depth of burial excavation:  ☐ single depth          ☐ double depth to permit a second burial 

Your application must be accompanied by: 
 

Full plan details of the location and dimensions of the proposed grave/cemetery are attached to this application:   

☐ yes (without plan details we will not accept the application) 

 
A certified copy of either the Death Certificate issued by a Medical Practitioner or a Coroner’s Certificate is  

attached to his application:  ☐ yes (without a Certificate we will not accept the application) 

 
 

Part 5: Owner’s consent 
Every owner of the land must sign this form. If the owner is a company, the form must be signed by an 
authorised director. If the property is a unit under strata title or a lot in a community title, then In addition 
to the owners signature the common seal of the body corporate must be stamped on this form over the 
signature of the owner and signed by the chairman or secretary of the Body Corporate or the appointed 
managing agent.  
 
As owner/s of the land to which this application relates, I consent to this application. I also consent for 
authorised council officers to enter the land to carry out inspections relating to this application. I accept 
that all communication regarding this application will be through the nominated applicant.     
 

              

 
 

Name Signature 

Name Signature 

 

Name Signature  

Name Signature  

Name Signature  

If applicable the nature of  your legal authority  

  

  

  

  

  

 



 

 
 

Part 6: Applicant’s declaration and signature 
1. I apply for approval to carry out the development or works described in this application and declare that all the 

information in the application is, to the best of my knowledge, true and correct. 

2. I confirm that Development Consent has ☐(DA Consent No.                                                                                )  

/ has not ☐ been issued by Council for the development of a private cemetery upon the land. Where 

development consent has been issued I confirm all conditions of development consent have been complied 
with.  

3. I acknowledge that if the information provided is misleading any approval granted ‘may be void’, and accept that 
Council cannot be held liable for delays in processing arising out of inadequacies in the material submitted in 
support of this application. I acknowledge that where the applicant is not the owner of the land, the owner will be 
copied in on all correspondence relating to this application. 

4. I have read and understood Council’s Policy 3.1.5 Cemeteries and Burials on Private Rural Land a copy of 
which is contained within this application.  I declare that this application is in accordance with the Policy and all 
the information provided with this application is true and correct and that the approval and all conditions of 
approval will be complied with. 

 
Signature  

Print Name Capacity 

Date  

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

POLICY MANUAL 

 
 
POLICY NO: 3.1.5 

 
CEMETERIES  AND BURIALS ON  PRIVATE  
RURAL  LAND   

 
OBJECTIVE: 

 
To  regulate  the  establishment  operation of  
cemeteries and burials on private rural land 
containing a maximum of 10 burial allotments. 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

 
Natural Environment, Quality of Life 

 
SECTION RESPONSIBLE: 

 
Environmental Health 

 
AUTHORISED:  11/6/91 

 
Reviewed 5/09/95 , Reviewed 11/11/2008  

 
That  Council  consider applications for the establishment of cemeteries  on private rural 
lands and burials within the cemeteries in accordance with the following requirements. 
 
PREAMBLE 
 

 This policy provides a framework for Council to consider applications for the 
establishment of cemeteries and burials on private rural land containing a maximum of 10 
burial allotments. All applications received will be considered on merit. The burial or 
placement of ashes on private rural land does not require Council approval. 
 
This policy applies to applications for new cemeteries that are received following 
authorisation of the Policy. Existing cemeteries will continue to operate in accordance with 
their respective approvals.  
 
The requirements of Part B – BURIALS and PART C - VARIATION FROM THE POLICY 
will also apply to existing cemeteries following authorisation of the Policy. 

 
Applications submitted prior to the authorisation of this Policy may be determined under the 
former Policy. 

 
PART A – CEMETERIES 

 

1     Application in writing must be from the owner/s of the land and must include the 
following information:-  

 
(a)   Proof of ownership of the land.  
 
(b)   Written approval of the Owners Corporation, Community Association or other 

similar owner governing body where the land is within a strata title, 
community title or multiple occupancy development. The approval must refer 
to the resolution/determination of the relevant governing body granting its 
approval to the application, and must include approval of the proposed 
cemetery location, number of proposed allotments and the like.  

fr 
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The relevant governing body must properly consult with their community, and 
in particular with the owners/occupiers of dwellings and dwelling sites 
immediately adjoining, and other sites within the neighbourhood of, the 
proposed cemetery.  
 

(c)   Accurate details, to an approved scale, showing the precise location of the 
cemetery as related to permanent  existing  observable landmarks. Council 
reserves the right to require that the location of the cemetery be set out  and  be 
verified by a registered surveyor, and that the cemetery be formally 
incorporated into the title of the land.  

 
(d)   Accurate details, to an approved scale, showing the layout and the proposed  

dimensions  of the cemetery and allotments and including the designation of 
each allotment.  The layout of the cemetery must also take into account the need 
for future maintenance of the cemetery and any memorials and any other 
appurtenances. 
 

2     A maximum of ten (10) burial allotments shall be provided in the cemetery.  Any 
proposal for a cemetery exceeding ten (10) allotments will require the submission   of 
a Development Application.     

 
3     The land (and the total land area of all lands within a multiple occupancy, 

community title or strata title development) on which the cemetery is to be located 
must  

• have  a minimum area of five (5) hectares; and  

• not  make likely the contamination of a  drinking water supply or a domestic 
water supply; and 

• have reasonable and safe pedestrian and vehicular access to the cemetery; and 

• be provided with appropriate visual buffering from neighbouring dwelling 
sites, and  

• otherwise be suitable for the purposes of a cemetery. 
 

Council may require the submission of a report/s from a suitably qualified person/s 
which provides relevant information showing compliance with these requirements.  

 
4 All grave sites within the proposed cemetery must be  sited: 

• For multiple occupancy (rural landsharing community) developments, a minimum of 
100 metres from any neighbouring dwelling or approved dwelling site, and a 
minimum of 100 metres from the boundary  of  any adjoining land that is not part of 
the multiple occupancy.  

• For community title or strata title developments, a minimum of 100 metres from the 
boundaries of individual lots within the developments, and a minimum of 100 metres 
from the boundary of any adjoining land that is not part of the community title or 
strata title development. 

• In all other circumstances a minimum of 100 metres from the boundary of any 
adjoining land. 

 

A diagram is included at the end of the Policy to further assist with the 
interpretation of the distances. 
 
Note: Any request for variation to the distances contained in this clause will be 
considered on merit and in accordance with the provisions of Part C of this Policy. 



 
5     The boundaries of the cemetery must be permanently marked with posts, fencing or 

other approved method, and this must be properly documented in the application.  
 
6     The  application for a cemetery on private rural land, any burials in the cemetery, 

and the operation  of  the  cemetery, must satisfy the  relevant provisions  of  the  
Public  Health Act and  Regulations, any relevant NSW Health Policy, and this 
Policy. 

 
7     The application fee for  establishment  of a private cemetery on rural land, shall be as 

set by Council in its annual fees and charges.  
 
 
PART B – BURIALS  

 
1    No burial shall take place unless the cemetery is approved by Council and an 

“Application for Burial on Private Rural Land " has been approved  by  Council.   A 
certified copy of the death certificate, issued by a medical practitioner or the coroner, 
is to accompany the application together with the application fee. The application 
must also include siting and dimension details for the grave.  

 
 NOTE: The burial or placement of ashes on private rural land does not require Council 

approval. 
 
2     No burial can take place in the cemetery until the excavated grave has been  

inspected  and been approved by  Council's authorised person. 
 
3 Grave sites must be permanently marked. 
 
4    The application fee for an “Application for Burial on Private Rural Land " and 

including the grave inspection fee, shall be set by Council in its annual fees and 
charges. Application fees are not refundable. 

 
 
PART C – VARIATION FROM THE POLICY 

 
1    That the General Manager be authorised to vary this policy where deemed appropriate in 

light of the circumstances of the case to do so. Where a variation is sought the applicant 
must provide a comprehensive submission to accompany the application.  

 
 Council may notify any affected neighbour/s of an application for a variation. 
 
 If the variation is to reduce the 100 metre setback distance detailed in Part A4, the applicant 

must detail what measures are to be undertaken to mitigate any impacts on affected 
neighbours. These measures are to be determined following proper consultation of the 
proposal with all affected neighbour/s.  A written concurrence to the variation by the 

affected neighbour/s i.e. those neighbours within the 100 meter setback is required to 
accompany the application.  For Community Title, Strata Title and Multiple Occupancy 

developments, written concurrence from the affected neighbours within the 100 meters 
setback; or alternatively, approval of the Community Association in respect to a 
Community Title development, Owners Corporation in respect to Strata Title development, 
or relevant governing body in respect to Multiple Occupancy development; or an Order or 
other determination by the NSW Consumer, Trader and Tenancy Tribunal, or other 
jurisdiction acceptable to Council;  is required to accompany the application. 
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