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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Lismore, population 43,386, is situated as the regional centre of the Northern Rivers in New South
Wales. People in adjoining Local Government Areas (LGAs) travel to Lismore to access a range of
services and facilities. The LGA has enjoyed steady, balanced growth in population over the past
30 years although this slowed in the census years 1996-2001 due to increased growth of nearby
coastal shires. However, since the 2001 census there has been increased population growth and
interest in Lismore, mainly due to the high cost of housing in the coastal shires. The regional
population is approximately 262,216 (ABS 2001 census).

There have been no significant changes in the demographic structure of the Lismore LGA over the
years 1996-2001. It is still predominantly a young population, with an average age of 35.9 years,
the youngest median age of any of the councils in the Northern Rivers. Continuing high
unemployment levels, combined with low-income levels presents a range of socio-economic
pressures for the council area.

FAST FACTS

Village/Rural Population
e 3.8% of people live in villages.
e Modanville is the largest village population with 466 people.
e 31.2% of people live in village/rural areas.
e The rural southeast sector has the highest rural population with 2,448 people. However,
there are no village centres in this area as it is an area of dispersed rural settlement.

Urban Population
e Lismore is the largest urban population with 16,974 persons or 39% of the total LGA
population and 59% of the total urban population.
e Goonellabah is the other major urban centre with a population of 11,802
* 66.3% of people live in the urban areas.

Indigenous Population
e The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 2001 population in Lismore is 1422, an increase
from 1081 in 1996. The state average is 1.9% compared to Lismore’s at 3.4%. The urban
areas contain the majority of the ATSI population with approximately 80%.

Youth Population

e Within Lismore’s overall population the most noteworthy is the youth population. The State
Government definition of youth is 12-24 year olds and Lismore has a higher concentration
of this age group than the rest of the Northern Rivers. Despite its high youth population
Lismore is still the only council area in the Upper North Coast without a designated Youth
Centre.

e 19.9% of the population is aged between 12 - 24 years. The total number of people is
8,314.

e The average number of 15-19 year olds, 8.2%, is above both the Northern Rivers at 6.9%
and the State average of 6.8%

e People aged 20-24 are 6.8% of the population, well above the Northern Rivers average at
4.7%.

e The highest concentration of youths in Lismore occurs in the urban area of Lismore and in
the rural southwest.

Older Persons Population
e 5971 (13.7%) of the population is aged 65+. This compares with 15% between 1991 -
1996.
e The Lismore urban area has the highest proportion of people aged 60+ with 18.6%. This is
combined with a high proportion of lone person households.
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e Goonellabah urban has the second highest proportion of people aged 60+ with 18.5%.

Children’s Population
e 21.4% of the population is in the 0-14 year age group compared with 23% between 1991-
1996.
e Modanville Village has the highest proportion of children aged 0-14 with 33.6% of its
population followed by Dunoon with 26% of its population.

Ethnicity

e 85.8% of people in the shire were born in Australia.

e Of those born overseas the three main countries of birth for the urban area are: the United
Kingdom, New Zealand and ltaly. Of those born overseas the three main countries of birth
for the rural area are: United Kingdom, New Zealand and Germany

¢ In the urban area the 3 most common languages spoken at home other than English were:
ltalian, Chinese languages, and German. In the rural area the 3 most common languages
spoken at home other than English were: ltalian, German and Spanish.

Industry
e The major industries employing people are: Retail Trade with 2,901 (18.3%), followed by
Health and Community services with 2,325 (14.7%), Education with 1,667 (10.5%),
Manufacturing with 1,369 (8.7%) and Agriculture/Forestry/Fishing with 1,182 (7.5%)
e The three largest businesses by employment are Norco/Agriculture, Southern Cross
University/Education and Health/Hospitals

Employment
e The total labour force is 18,143 persons. Of these 15,814 are employed, 2,329 are
unemployed and 12,920 are not in the labour force.

Income Levels
e The median weekly individual income for the Lismore LGA is $200-$299, compared with
$300-$399 for NSW
e The median weekly household income for the Lismore LGA is $500-$599 compared with
NSW $800-$899

Family and Household Type
¢ In terms of Households there are 38.9% Two Parent Families, 20.9% One Parent Families,
and 34.2% Couples without children. This compares with NSW where there are 48% Two
Parent Families, 15% One Parent Families and 35% Couples without children.
e In terms of Families there are 69.5% families, 4.1% Group Households and 26.4% Lone
Households. This compares with NSW where there are 73% Family Households, 4% Group
and 23% Lone Person Households.

Dwelling Type

e |n urban Lismore 79.1% are separate houses, 7.3% are semi-detached, row or terrace
houses, 11.1% are flats, units, apartments and 1.9% are other dwellings. In rural Lismore
94.7% are separate houses, 0.5% are semi-detached, row houses etc, 0.5% are flats, units,
apartments and 3.9% are other dwellings. This compares with NSW where there were
separate houses, 70.3%, semi-detached, row or terrace houses and townhouses, 9.3%,
flats, units or apartments, 17.9% and other dwellings, 1.7%. (ABS 2001 Census Snapshot
Nov. 2002)

Dwelling Ownership
e |n urban Lismore 60.5% of dwellings are fully owned/being purchased while 33.5% are
being rented. In rural Lismore 70.8% of dwellings are fully owned/being purchased while
18.5% are being rented. This compares with 64.4% of dwellings in NSW fully owned/being
purchased and 27.5% being rented.
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Please note:

The Australian Bureau of Statistics Census takes place every five years and provides two
measures of the population on Census night;

Place of enumeration: This refers to the number of persons located in a given area on Census
night; the only exclusions are foreign diplomatic personnel and their families.

Place of usual residence: This refers to the number of persons who ‘usually’ reside in a given area
on Census night. Place of usual residence population counts exclude short term overseas visitors
as well as foreign diplomatic personnel and their families.

These two measures approximate the official Estimated Resident Population (ERP) estimates and
are important because cross tabulations of Census data (eg number of females by age by
qualification by locality) only give population counts on these bases.

Statistics used in this profile come from a number of sources including the ABS 2001 Census data,
including their estimated resident population as released in November 2002 the Basic Community
Profile released in July 2002. It is noted within the respective tables which set of data has been
used.

Disclaimer

While every reasonable effort has been made to ensure that this document is correct at the time of
printing, Lismore City Council and employees disclaim any and all liability to any person in respect
of anything or the consequences of anything done or omitted to be done in reliance upon the whole
or any part of this document.

It is important to note that the census data provided by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, while
being the most reliable data that Council has, this data is subject to a number of inaccuracies
resulting from errors by respondents or mistakes in collection or processing of the data.

For further information contact:

Ms Tricia Shantz

Community Development and Project Officer
Lismore City Council

PO Box 23A

LISMORE NSW 2480

PH: (02) 6625 0547
FAX: (02) 6625 0400
Email: tricia.shantz@lismore.nsw.gov.au
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1. THE LISMORE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA

1.1 SETTLEMENT PATTERNS

The original inhabitants of the Lismore LGA were the Wiy-abal people. It is believed that the
Indigenous inhabitants have lived in this region for 50,000 years and are part of the Bundjalung
Nation. Many of the sites that were used for initiation ceremonies throughout the years still remain
within the LGA of Lismore. The Bundjalung Elders Council is the group who should be consulted
with on matters of culture and heritage. Council has an Indigenous Advisory committee called the
Wayiganna Committee. It meets monthly to advise Council on relevant issues. (Lismore Council
Community and Social Plan, 1999).

The Lismore Local Government Area (LGA) covers 1,267 square kilometres. Of this the urban
area occupies approximately 50 km? with the rural area approximately 1,217 km? The local
government area comprises the urban area of Lismore/Goonellabah and a number of small
villages in addition to a dispersed rural population. The urban area represents 65% of the
population, the rural area has 31.2 % and the villages have 3.8%. The Lismore LGA is one of the
most densely settled rural areas in Australia. The village population is that of Nimbin, North
Woodburn, Clunes, Dunoon and Modanville, since none of the other villages had census data
collected specifically for that village. The populations of other villages are therefore included in the
rural population. These include Bexhill, Eltham, The Channon, Rosebank, Gundurimba, Tregeagle,
Rock Valley, Jiggi, Ruthven, Richmond Hill, McLeans Ridges, Goolmangar, and Caniaba.

The rural population has fluctuated throughout the years. In 1921 the population was 10,666. It
rose to 11,683 in 1933 and then declined to 7,400 in 1971, rising again rapidly to 12,157 in 1986.
These fluctuations were due to the rise and fall of various agricultural industries, for example, as
the dairying industry reached its peak during the 1930’s and then declined rapidly in the 1960’s, so
the population changed. Since 1971 the rural population has received an influx of migrants from
other parts of NSW and Queensland. This growth included people establishing an ‘alternative
lifestyle’ after the Aquarius Festival in Nimbin; people moving into the rural areas to live on small
land parcels, and people developing new forms of intensive agriculture. This increase in the rural
population was the result of an increased amount of rural subdivision and housing. In the early
1970s the current council was formed by the amalgamation of the previous Lismore, Terania and
Gundurimba LGAs.

Since the mid 1950s the construction industry fluctuated up and down but there was a general
increase up to 1980 in urban home construction. The rapid increase in rural house construction
reached a peak whereby in 1979 the number of rural houses far exceeded the number of urban
houses being constructed. That trend continued to 1989. (Lismore Community Profile 1989, p.8).

Lismore’s growth pattern paralleled that of the region until the early 1980s, but then began to fall
behind that of the regional figure. In 1977 the Lismore LGA still had the largest population in the
region. However, in 1978 it was surpassed by Tweed Shire and then in 1981 by Coffs Harbour.
Since then the majority of regional growth has been dominated by Coffs, Tweed, Ballina, Lismore
and Byron, with the coastal shires accounting for a disproportionately large part of the growth.
(Lismore Community Profile 1989, p.7).

The 90s were a time of little growth in terms of population or business when numerous state and
federal government office closures occurred. The coastal boom of Ballina, Byron and Tweed
continued. However, as land and property prices increased people have begun to look towards
Lismore as it is a 35 minute drive to Ballina and Evans Head and 50 minute drive to Byron Bay and
property is seen to be very affordable in the Lismore City Council Area. In late 2002 and
continuing into 2003 there has been a noticeable change in terms of the growth of Lismore.
Council has numerous subdivisions on their books, property prices are on the rise again,
businesses are investing. Council’s population projections estimate that the total Lismore Local
Government Area population will be 47,604 in the year 2013.
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It is still interesting to note that the Lismore LGA has only one major urban centre according to
Table 5 in (A Summary Socio-Economic Profile: North Coast of NSW, Premiers Dept, Lismore,
1998). Larger urban centres are said to be towns with populations of 1,000 or more. The adjoining
Shire of Byron, with half the geographic area and population has six urban centres, Tweed Shire
has four and Ballina has four. With population concentrated in a few areas there is more
opportunity to consolidate services. In Lismore people have to travel much larger distances for
service as they are concentrated in one centre, being Lismore. The rest of the population is very
dispersed in the rural areas. This dispersion has resulted in fewer facilities outside of Lismore as it
is always said that there is not a population to support them. Nimbin has not been included as an
urban centre. The village only has 338 people. Combined with the rural surrounds, the population
is 1550 (as well there is a large transient population), which is of similar size to Wollongbar, 1959
persons in Ballina Shire, Brunswick Heads, 1862 persons, in Byron Shire, areas included in the
Profile as urban centres. As such centres they have community facilities including childcare
centres, HACC centres, community centres, retail shops, doctors surgeries, government
departments, etc. Lismore City Council area is disadvantaged in that all the services are
concentrated in the city without public transport to get people from the rural areas to the services.
There are a number of villages and a large rural area. The largest village is Modanville with a
population of 466. The largest combined rural area is the southeast with a population of 2,448.
This includes the areas of Tuckurimba, Monaltrie, Tregeagle, Wyrallah, Dungarubba, Lindendale
and Marom Creek.

Distances between Lismore and the Villages and Rural Areas within the Lismore Local
Government Area (Note the time taken is longer as many roads are narrow and winding)

Distance from Lismore PO

Village Km Village Km
Bexhill 10 Blakebrook 10
Blue Knob (hall) 39 Caniaba 10
Clunes 20 Coffee Camp 22
Corndale 18 Dorroughby 35
Dunoon 20 Eltham 15
Goolmangar 10 Jiggi 20
Koonorigan 25 Macleans Ridges 13
Modanville 11 Monaltrie 7
Nimbin 30 Numulgi 10
Richmond Hill 10 Rock Valley 15
Rosebank 30 Ruthven 15
South Gundurimba 6 Terania Creek (Protestors Falls) 37
The Channon 20 Tregeagle 10
Tullera 10 Whian Whian 25
Whyrallah 10
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Figure 1

1.2 GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE

The Lismore Council area is situated on the North Coast of NSW approximately 800 kilometres
from Sydney via the Pacific Highway and approximately 225 kilometres south of Brisbane. The
closest coastal area is Ballina, 40 kilometres east. The average annual rainfall is 1,350.8 mm over
an average of 127 days per year. The major river system is the Wilson River, which winds its way
through the central business district (CBD). The River floods in times of heavy rain, as do many of
the minor streams and creeks. This is most likely during summer although it has been known to
flood outside of this time. The area is abundant with freshwater creeks and streams. The climate of
Lismore is one of the most pleasant in Australia. A sub-tropical climate provides summers that are
hot and usually wet with mild, clear winters. The maximum mean temperature is 25.5 degrees and
the minimum mean is 13.2 degrees (Bureau of Meteorology, Australia). Some of the inland valley
areas experience light frosts in winter, but generally this is a frost-free area.

The geography of Lismore is characterised by its proximity to Mt Warning, a volcano so named by
Captain Cook on his travels up the east coast of Australia in 1770. Lava flow from the volcano has
created the rich, red soil in this area known for its lush, subtropical rainforests. The Big Scrub once
covered an area of 75,000 ha surrounding, and including, what is now the Lismore City Council
area. Today, there are few remnants left after the cedar getters arrived in the late 1800s. Lismore
is able to boast two significant areas of remnant dry rainforest within the city limits and world
heritage listed areas close by. During the 1870s Lismore was the timber capital of Australia.
Today, these cleared lands are tropical fruit producing farms of macadamias, avocados, coffee and
other fruits as well as hobby farms. The organic food industry is growing and Lismore supports an
Organic Farmers Market each Tuesday morning at the showgrounds.

The Council area is interconnected by a large network of roads that is expensive to maintain. The
Bangalow to Lismore road is the main road bisecting the LGA. A network of narrow roads through
the countryside links the small villages and rural areas. There are 178 km of urban, local, sealed
roads, seven km of urban, local, gravel roads, 445 km of rural, local, sealed roads, 434 km of rural,
local, gravel roads, 110 km of sealed, regional roads and 31 km of State roads. Council has total
care and responsibility for 733 km of sealed roads and maintain 31 km on behalf of the RTA.
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Council has the care and control of 130 bridges, many of which are old and need regular repair, as
they are made of timber. Until May 2004 the council area was serviced by the State Rail Authority
with a station in Lismore. The service between Casino and Murwillumbah ceased at that time.

1.3 ECONOMIC PATTERNS

In the years from the 1996 census to 2001 Lismore remained relatively stable. However, since the
2001 census Lismore has begun to change and grow again both economically and
demographically. According to a local real estate agent in 2002 there were 14 houses over
$200,000 sold and in 2003 30 were sold. The corporate downsizing continued with Telstra job
losses of more than 65 people from their 24 hour directory assistance call centre in Lismore that
closed in December 2002. In October 2003 Centrelink shed 12 jobs in Lismore. Both ATSIC and
the Premiers Department re-located to Coffs Harbour in 2002. However, the Local Government
Superannuation placed an office in Lismore at that time and the Department of State and Regional
Development is re-locating from Ballina to Lismore in December 2003.

Bunnings Warehouse opened in 2001 with a net gain of 50 jobs. Officeworks opened in 2002. The
Lismore Shopping Square is undergoing major renovations that will double its size. Council has
undertaken a major development of the Riverbank. Funding has come from the three tiers of
government and it is linking in with the flood levy. The one in ten year flood levy will provide flood
protection for the CBD. The Riverbank project is ongoing and is providing a walkway along the
Wilson River that the city has for the most part turned its back on. This will open it up once again.
Council is progressing the planning and development of the Cultural Precinct, a major
redevelopment of the old Lismore High School which was purchased from the Department of
Education in 2000. The Lismore City Library has been re-located to this site. Future plans are for
the Lismore Regional Art Gallery to move there as well. A masterplan has been developed for the
site that includes further arts, business and residential development. This is a long-term project
that will provide a creative industries hub in Lismore and the region.

Lismore’s airport was re-developed and opened in December 2000. It is a modern, efficient
terminal with Rex Airlines operating several daily air services from the Lismore Terminal. The
airport has a Caddies coffee shop and meeting rooms. There are daily express and commuter
coach services available to Sydney and Brisbane, along with regular commuter services to
surrounding towns and villages. Countrylink rail services from Lismore through to Sydney were
closed in May 2004.

Southern Cross University continues to grow. As of 2002 there were 11,234 students and 646 staff
at Southern Cross University. It had a student population of 5,354 in 1993 and 9,493 in 1997. As
at March 1999 there were 4,822 internal students and 4,338 externals for a total of 9,160. Of the
internals there were 4,033 full-time and 789 part-time. Of the external students there were 688 full-
time and 3650 part time. The main campus is based in Lismore with other campuses located at
Tweed Heads and Coffs Harbour.

Northern Rivers Performing Arts (NORPA) is one of Australia’s leading regional performing arts
organisations and is based in Lismore. Since its formation in 1993 NORPA has become one of
the most successful performing arts organisations in regional Australia. The company has won
many national awards including the highly prestigious Myer Foundation Group Award for the
Performing Arts in 2001 and the Australian Music Centre/APRA State Award in 2002. Some of the
world’s finest artists from the fields of music, theatre and dance featured in the NORPA 2003
program, demonstrating their extraordinary talents for Lismore and Northern Rivers audiences.

Lismore plays a regional role in health facilities as it is host to the Lismore Base Hospital and St
Vincent’s Hospital, both of which provide specialist hospital services. Legal services, including the
Family Law Court and the District Court are located in Lismore. Agriculture has also been one of
the economic backbones of the area and still plays a major part, although increasingly in different
industries. As at the 2000-01 ABS Agricultural Census the value of sugarcane in the Lismore LGA
was $4,737,000, fruit and nut crops were $16,048,000, and livestock disposal was $19,700,000.
The total value of agriculture is estimated at $52 million. The value of agricultural production in the
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region as a whole has declined since 1996/97 with significant declines in milk, sugar cane and
poultry. In recent years Lismore was renowned for its dairy industry. (A Regional Profile Far NE
NSW Region, DOTARS June 2003). As at June 2002 there were 731 establishments with
agricultural activity covering a total of 61,155 hectares. (ABS Regional Statistics, NSW 1362.1,
20083).
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2. DEMOGRAPHIC OUTLINE

The total population of the Lismore LGA at the 2001 census was 43,386 (ABS 2001 Census)*.
There has been an increase in population growth of 0.2% per annum between 1996 and 2001.
This growth rate is the lowest in 25 years but has already changed since the 2001 census given
the amount of development activity taking place in Lismore over the past two years.

Between 1996 and 2001 the population of the NSW North Coast grew by 2%, (ABS 2003 NSW
Year Book). The strong growth generally on the North Coast can be attributed, in part, to the
attractiveness of the lifestyle and partly as a retirement destination. Lismore is the third largest,
urban centre on the North Coast behind Tweed Heads and Port Macquarie. The Lismore LGA is
fourth in terms of population next to Tweed, Hastings and Coffs Harbour. The growth rate for that
time for the whole of NSW was 5.5%.

Outside of the Sydney Statistical Division (SD) the fastest growing areas in NSW were situated on
the coast of NSW. In the year to 30 June 2001, the north coast SDs of Hunter, Mid-North Cost and
Richmond-Tweed experienced population increases of 1.3%, 1.3% and 1.2% respectively (ABS
2003 NSW Year Book).

*(Figures for the total population of the Lismore Local Government Area vary throughout this
document. This is due to whether the first release, final count or estimated resident population is
used. Generally, on census night in Lismore there are not a large number of visitors so the total
population figures do not differ greatly).

TABLE 1 - Lismore LGA Total Population By 5 Year Age Bands (2001)

Age (yrs) Males Females Persons % Lismore %Far North %NSW

East NSW

Region

0-4 1446 1483 2929 6.7 6.0 6.7
5-9 1520 1585 3105 7.1 7.0 6.9
10-14 1744 1597 3341 7.6 7.6 6.9
15-19 1791 1800 3591 8.2 6.9 6.8
20-24 1483 1484 2967 6.8 4.7 6.6
25-29 1241 1276 2517 5.8 5.0 7.3
30-34 1279 1300 2579 5.9 5.6 7.5
35-39 1475 1587 3062 7.0 7.0 7.7
40-44 1703 1812 3515 8.0 8.1 7.6
45-49 1667 1734 3401 7.8 7.8 6.9
50-54 1511 1459 2970 6.8 7.0 6.6
55-59 1076 1017 2093 4.8 5.4 5.2
60-64 814 897 1711 3.9 4.8 4.3
65-69 720 734 1454 3.3 4.6 3.6
70-74 624 735 1359 3.1 4.6 3.4
75-79 485 623 1108 2.5 3.9 2.8
80-84 187 534 721 1.7 2.4 1.8
85-89 229 645 874 2.0 1.8 (85+) 1.4 (85 +)
90+ 455 1.0
Total 43,752 100 100 100

(Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census 2001)
(Far North East NSW Region statistics from DOTARS A Regional Profile June 2003)
(NSW statistics from ABS 2003 NSW Year Book).

The largest proportion of people is in the 15-19 year olds age group with 8.2% and 40-44 year
olds, or 8% next. Lismore has a young population with a median age of 35.1 years, compared to
the Far North East average of 40.1 years (DOTARS June 2003-incl Tweed, Lismore, Byron,
Kyogle, Ballina LGAs) and the NSW average of 35.9 years. This is the youngest median age of
any of the councils in the Northern Rivers and the mid-North Coast. Lismore has a higher
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proportion of people in each five year age group from 5-24 years compared to the state average.
Lismore has a significantly higher proportion of youth, aged 15-24 years than the North Coast. This
is in part due to the presence of the university.

Graph 1
Age Groups
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25-29yrs | : : : ‘ ‘ 15.7
20-24yrs | : : : : : 16.9
e —
10-14yrs ] ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 1 7.8
5-9yrs | : : : : : : 17.3
0-4yrs : : : : : : 16,8
0.0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0 6.0 7.0 8.0 9.0
Percentage
TABLE 2 - Growth Within Age Bands in the Lismore LGA 1981-2001
Age Persons Persons Percent Persons Percent Percent Persons Percent 2001 %
(yrs) 1981 1986 Change 1991 Change Change 1996 Change change
1981- 1981- 1986- 1991- 1996-
1986 1991 1991 1996 2001
0-4 2868 2985 41 3162 10.3 5.9 3009 -4.8 2929 -0.5
5-9 3065 3202 4.5 3447 12.5 7.7 3305 -4.1 3105 -1.2
10-14 3191 3425 7.3 3521 10.3 2.8 3507 -04 3341 -0.96
15-19 3306 3387 2.5 3932 18.9 16.1 3860 -1.8 3591 -1.43
20-24 2733 2629 -3.8 2963 8.4 12.7 3323 12 2967 -2.24
25-29 2601 2834 9.0 2691 3.5 -5.0 2508 -6.8 2517 0.07
30-34 2539 2915 14.8 3342 31.6 14.6 2965 -11.3 2579 -2.75
35-39 2014 2916 44.8 3353 66.6 15.0 3488 4.0 3062 -2.57
40-44 1757 1915 9.0 3010 71.3 57.2 3469 15.2 3515 0.263
45-49 1630 1916 17.4 2188 34.2 14.2 3012 37.7 3401 2.45
50-54 1629 1646 1.0 1775 9.0 7.8 2084 17.4 2970 7.34
55-59 1577 1611 2.2 1632 3.5 1.3 1702 4.3 2093 4.22
60-64 1393 1577 13.2 1560 12.0 -1.1 1520 -2.6 1711 2.39
65+ 3717 4095 1.2 4692 26.2 14.6 5037 7.4 5971 3.46
Total 34,020 37,053 1.7 41,268 3.9 2.1 42,954 .8 43752 0.36

(Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 1981, 1986, 1991, 1996, 2001)

The median age for the Lismore LGA is 33 years of age. This is the lowest median age of any of
the LGAs between Tweed and Kempsey. This can, in part, be attributed to the presence of
Southern Cross University in Lismore.
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TABLE 2 (a) - Projected Urban Population Growth

Year Projected LGA Projected No. of Projected Urban Projected No. of
Population New Residents Population New Urban
Residents
2001 43,384 NA 31,478 NA
2002 43,724 340 31,754 276
2003 44,064 340 32,030 276
2004 44,404 340 32,306 276
2005 44,744 340 32,582 276
2006 45,084 340 32,858 276
2007 45,444 360 33,154 296
2008 45,804 360 33,450 296
2009 46,164 360 33,746 296
2010 46,524 360 34,042 296
2011 46,884 360 34,338 296

(Lismore Council Draft Urban Strategy June 2002)

According to Lismore City Council’s projected population increases for the Lismore City Council
catchment areas (2003) the LGA population will be 44,064 in 2003, and 47,604 in 2013. This
projects growth of 3,540 people or 1,350 dwellings.

Between 1996 and 2001 the population in the urban area has decreased by 874 persons but the
number of single houses increased by 340 and the number of medium density dwellings by 12. In
the rural areas the population decreased by 197 but the number of single dwellings increased by
274. Occupancy rates are still declining in line with past trends. (Source: Lismore City Council
Planning Department - counted at home, not estimated resident population.)

From the Byron News May 2000, it reports from the 11" edition of KPMG Consulting’s population
Growth, that “Byron Bay, along with Ballina, are growing at the expense of Lismore. Both coastal
towns are ‘siphoning off’ Lismore’s growth. The report, which is the company’s annual report on
demographic change in Australia, also concludes “that lifestyle choices are impacting on ‘conduit’
cities like Lismore. It said that fast-growing towns near ‘conduit’ cities eventually developed
‘sufficient critical mass’ to effect change in regional focus.... Cities like Lismore would remain a
regional administrative centre, but the dominance it once exerted over the broader region was
being challenged by Byron Bay and Ballina which were within commuting distance. The key step
in the process, said the report, was the development of major retail facilities in the ‘lifestyle’ towns,
which then reduced the need to commute to larger towns and cities.”

TABLE 3 - Aboriginality

Males Females Persons Proportion
Aboriginal Persons 638 690 1328
Torres Strait Islander Persons 28 16 44
Both Aboriginal/Torres Strait 26 24 50
Islander
Total 692 730 1422 3.4%

(Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census 2001)

The Aboriginal population has increased by 341 persons since 1996 or 5.6 %. The NSW State
average of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people is 1.9% of the population (ABS 2003 NSW
Year Book). The 1991 population was 749 and was 1.9% of the overall population. The urban
areas within Lismore contain the majority of the ATSI population with 84.6%.
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TABLE 4 - Birthplace (Countries) By Gender

Country Male | Female Persons % of % of
Lismore NSW

Canada 30 38 68
China (excl. SARS & Taiwan province)a 21 25 46
Croatia 3 3 6
Egypt 3 6 9
Fiji 12 22 34
France 15 18 33
Germany 79 86 165
Greece 5 3 8
Hong Kong (SAR of China)a 12 14 26
India 23 25 48
Indonesia 12 15 27
Ireland 20 17 37
ltaly 161 144 305
Korea, Republic of (South) 5 10 15
Macedonia, FYROM (b) 0 3 3
Malaysia 18 17 35
Malta 4 3 7
Netherlands 50 45 95
New Zealand 211 214 425
Philippines 12 63 75
Poland 18 14 32
Singapore 10 7 17
South Africa 23 44 67
Sri Lanka 9 6 14
Turkey 3 0 3
United Kingdom (c) 605 577 1182
United States of America 64 64 128
Vietnam 3 6 9
Yugoslavia Federal Republic of 4 4
Born elsewhere overseas (d) 217 257 474
Not Stated 1138 1100 2238
Total 20,162 | 21,409 100 100

(a) SAR is an abbreviation of ‘Special Administrative Region’. SARs comprise ‘Hong Kong (SAR of China)’

and “Macau (SAR of China)’.

(b) FYROM is an abbreviation of “former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia’
(¢) Includes ‘England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, Channel Islands, Isle of Man and United Kingdom
(d) Includes Inadequately describe, at sea and not elsewhere classified.
(

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2001)

35,943 people stated they were Australian born. This is 85.8% of people in the LGA. Of those born
overseas the three main countries of birth for the urban area are the United Kingdom, 688 (2.3%),
New Zealand, 284 (0.9%) and ltaly, 232 (0.8%). In the rural area of those born overseas the three
main countries of birth are the UK, 494 (4.2%), New Zealand, 141 (1.2%) and Germany, 79 (0.7%).

TABLE 5 - Language Spoken at Home

Males | Females | Persons

Speaks language other than English:
Arabic (incl. Lebanese) 13 6 18
Australian Indigenous Languages 12 12 24

Chinese Languages:

Cantonese 24 25 49
Mandarin 15 13 28
Other 3 4 7
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Total 42 42 84
Croatian 3 0 3
French 25 22 47
German 65 77 142
Greek 17 15 32
Hindi 6 5 11
Hungarian 3 7 10
Indonesian 9 10 19
[talian 238 223 461
Japanese 16 12 28
Korean 4 4 8
Macedonian 3 3
Netherlandic 16 23 39
Persian 5 5 10
Polish 10 8 18
Portugese 3 4 7
Russian 4 4 8
Serbian 0 3 3
Sinhalese 3 0 3
South Slavic nfd 3 0 3
Spanish 23 28 51
Tagalog (Filipino) 9 38 47
Tamil 0 3 3
Turkish 3 3 6
Vietnamese 47 50 97
Other (a) 153 169 322
Total 694 742 1436
Not stated 891 914 1805

(a) includes inadequately described and non-verbal so described
(Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census, 2001)

In the urban area the three most common languages spoken at home other than English were
ltalian, 1.1%, Chinese languages, 0.3% and German, 0.2%. This was the same in 1996. In the
rural area the three most common languages spoken at home other than English were Italian
1.0%, German, 0.6% and Spanish, 0.2%. In 1996 the most common languages were ltalian,
German and French. Of those born overseas in NSW the three main countries of birth in 2001
were the United Kingdom, New Zealand and China. The three most common languages spoken at
home other than English in 2001 were Chinese, Arabic and lItalian.

TABLE 6 - Family and Household Type 2003

Family Type Lismore North NSW
Coast
No. % % %
Two Parent Families 4127 38.9 38.8 47.8
One Parent Families 2218 20.9 19.1 15.5
Couples without Offspring 3624 34.2 40.8 34.9
Other Family 186 1.8 1.3 1.8
Total 3167 95.7 100 100%
Other Households:
Group Household Member 2087 (group 4.1 3.3
household
member
Lone person households 3853 26.4 8.8

(Source: ABS 2001 census)
(Far North East NSW Region statistics from DOTARS A Regional Profile June 2003)
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According to the Sydney Morning Herald (9 October 1999) in Lismore and Coffs Harbour single
parents now head a third of all families. The rural and coastal areas are beginning to show similarly
high concentrations of single parent families to outer Sydney suburbs like Campbelltown (32%)
and Blacktown (29%). There is a “nationwide shift in population, with high-income households
moving into the cities and the poor moving out. This is leading to a high concentration of poor
families in seaside towns which are ill-equipped to support them.” The extent of the problem is
shown in research by Monash University’s Centre for Population and Urban research conducted
for the SMH. 68% of children on the North Coast live in families receiving welfare support, and
many of these families have moved into areas during the past two decades. “But the new arrivals
often struggle to cope in an area which has high unemployment and no public transport. The large
numbers of children moving into the area has meant the schools are overflowing and there’s been
significant increases in youth homelessness and early school leaving.” Graeme Hugo professor of
geography at Adelaide University showed that “the North Coast gained almost 15,000 people who
moved from Sydney between 1991 and 1996, of these only 1,000 had employment, more than
2,600 were unemployed and 9,000 were not in the workforce.”

Income Levels

TABLE 7 - Weekly Individual Income by Gender (Persons aged 15 years and over)

Male Female Persons | Proportion | Richmond- NSW
No. No. % Tweed SD %
%
Negative/Nil 766 882 1,648 5.08 4.99 6.74
$1- $199 4,038 4,759 8,797 27.10 25.93 19.87
$200-$399 3,365 5,175 8,540 26.31 28.77 20.36
$400-$$599 2,852 2,673 5,525 17.02 16.33 15.14
$600-$799 1,568 1,095 2,663 8.20 7.92 10.77
$800-$999 814 514 1,328 4.09 3.79 6.65
$1,000-$1,499 821 459 1,280 3.94 3.71 7.57
$1,500 or more 316 82 398 1.23 1.35 4.71
Not Stated 1,051 1,232 2,283 7.03 7.21 8.19
Total Persons 15,591 16,871 32,462 100.00 100.00 100.00
(Source: ABS 2001 Census in the ABS Regional Profile 2004)
TABLE 8 - Weekly Household Income
Income Range Lismore No Lismore % North Coast % NSW %
Negative/Nil 98 0.6 0.6 0.8
$1-$199 1,024 6.7 5.6 4.0
$200-$299 1,587 10.4 11.3 7.4
$300-$399 1,813 11.9 13.9 8.6
$400-$499 1,558 10.2 11.3 7.1
$500-$599 1,075 7.0 6.9 5.0
$600-$699 1,067 7.0 7.6 5.7
$700-$799 780 5.1 4.9 4.4
$800-$999 1,391 9.1 8.4 8.6
$1,000-$1,199 1,032 6.8 6.2 8.0
$1,200-$1,499 985 6.5 5.3 7.7
$1,500-$1,999 827 5.4 4.7 10.9
$2,000 plus 462 3.0 2.7 10.2
Part Income Stated 1,082 7.1 6.7 8.0
No Incomes Stated 488 3.2 3.9 3.5
Total 15,269 100 100 100
(Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2001)
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The median individual income for Lismore is $236 per week. The median weekly individual
income/week in the Richmond Tweed SD is between $200-$299 and for NSW it is $300-$399. The
median household income is $514 per week. The proportion of households in the North Coast
earning weekly household incomes of less than $500 was 46.6% compared with 31.6% for NSW,
while only 15% of households had an income of $1,200 or more, compared with 32.7% for NSW.
(Far North East NSW Region statistics from DOTARS A Regional Profile June 2003). In Lismore
2,698 families earn $300/week. According to the Australian Council of Social Service (ACOSS), in
a press release in September 2003, a survey by Roy Morgan Research asked Australians what is
the smallest amount that a family of four — two parents and two children — need each week to keep
in health and to live decently. The average response is $541 per week. The results indicate that
around 100,000 unemployed families who are solely on social security payments of only $519 a
week are falling below this ‘community’ poverty line. In March 2003 the Melbourne Institute of
Applied Economic and Social Research defined the poverty line for a couple with two children as
$29,031 a year and for a single person $15,456. According to the Australian Senate Inquiry into
Poverty Report Overview, A hand up not a hand out: Renewing the fight against poverty, March
2004 “Perhaps the most salient example of the prevalence of poverty and disadvantage is the
striking finding that 21% of households, or 3.6 million Australians, live on less than $400 a week —
less than the minimum wage” (page xvii). In Lismore 29.6% of households earn less than $400 a
week.

Education/Employment

TABLE 9 - Education Institution Attended

Institution Male Female Persons
Pre-School 363 321 684
Infants/Primary

Government 1,488 1,508 2,996
Catholic 417 427 844
Other Non-Government 141 154 295
Total 2,046 2,089 4,135
Secondary

Government 1,128 1,057 2,185
Catholic 450 456 906
Other Non-Government 58 56 114
Total 1,636 1,569 3,205
Technical or Further Education

Full-Time 166 222 388
Part-Time 366 449 815
Not Stated 5 6 11
Total 537 677 1,214
University or other Tertiary Institution

Full-Time 920 1,142 2,062
Part-Time 224 409 633
Not Stated 3 6 11
Total 1,147 1,557 2,704
Other

Full-Time 27 21 48
Part-Time 74 130 204
Not Stated 3 3 6
Total 104 154 258
Not Attending 13,463 14,182 27,645
Not Stated 871 859 1,730
Total 20,167 21,408 41,575

(Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2001)
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TABLE 10 - Qualifications - Highest Level Obtained (% of population)

Qualification Males | Females | Persons | Lismore | NSW
% %
Postgraduate Degree 240 174 414 1.28 2.19
Graduate Diploma/Graduate Certificate 185 311 496 1.53 1.22
Bachelor Degree 1206 1544 27,50 8.47 | 10.14
Advanced Diploma/Diploma Level 715 1172 1887 5.81 6.25
Certificate Level 3,629 1,726 5,355 16.50 | 16.41
Non-School 1,538 2,161 3,699 11.39 | 12.34
N/A 8,078 9,783 17,861 55.02 | 51.45
Total 15,591 16,871 32,462 100.00 | 100.00

(Source: ABS Census 2001 in ABS Regional Profile 2004)

TABLE 10 (a) - Level of Post-school Qualification, Employed and Unemployed Residents,
SLAs, Far North East NSW Region- 2001 Census

EMPLOYED
Qualification Lismore Part A Lismore Far North NSW %
% Part B % East NSW
%
Bachelor degree or Higher 15.8 19.5 14.8 20.0
Advanced Diploma and diploma 7.0 8.9 7.7 8.3
level
Certificate Il & IV level (a) 18.6 17.5 19.6 17.3
Certificate | and |l level (b) 4.5 3.6 3.8 1.0
No qualifications 54.2 50.1 54.1 50.4
Total 100 100 100 100
(Far North East NSW Region statistics from DOTARS A Regional Profile June 2003)
UNEMPLOYED
Qualification Lismore Part A Lismore Far North NSW %
% Part B % East NSW
%
Bachelor degree or Higher 6.1 10.3 7.1 8.8
Advanced Diploma and diploma 4.0 6.4 5.0 4.7
level
Certificate Il & IV level (a) 11.3 14.6 15.2 12.0
Certificate | and |l level (b) 4.5 4.3 4.2 4.0
No qualifications 74.0 64.5 68.5 70.2
Total 100 100 100 100
(Far North East NSW Region statistics from DOTARS A Regional Profile June 2003)
TABLE 11- Age by Labour Force Status (Full-time/part-time)
Unemployed looking
for:
Full-time | Part-time | Unemployed | Not stated
Total
15-19 195 187 382 104
years
20-24 326 143 469 104
25-34 379 138 517 207
35-44 342 131 473 197
45-54 308 64 372 185
55-64 66 41 107 122
65-69 3 6 9 483
Total 1619 710 2329 1402
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Employed:
Full-time | Part-time Employed Total Total Total Not in the | Total
Not Stated Employed Labour | labour force
force

15-19 352 846 55 1253 1635 1,739 3,478
years
20-24 790 543 30 1363 1832 928 2864
25-34 1722 1006 70 2798 3315 1314 4836
35-44 2592 1442 79 4113 4586 1474 6257
45-54 2670 1418 76 4164 4536 1363 6084
55-64 1031 593 60 1684 1791 1675 3558
65+ 199 186 54 439 448 4427 5358
Total 9356 6034 424 15814 18143 | 12920 32465

(Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2001)

Unemployment rates in the Northern Rivers are well above the state average. The unemployment
rate for Lismore as at 2001 was 12.9% compared to the NSW rate of 7.1%, Sydney rate of 6.1%,
and Gold Coast of 9.5%. The unemployment rate for the Northern Rivers area was 18.0% in 1991,
and 15.5% in 1996. (Tables 21 and 22, DIPNR Northern Rivers Regional Profile March 2004). The
age group in Lismore with the highest unemployment rate in 2001 was the 20-24 year olds, with
23.7% followed by the 15-19 year olds with 21.3%. Sydney, NSW and the Gold Coast report the
15-19 year old age group with the highest unemployment rates with 14.1%, 16.2% and 17.8%
respectively. The 20-24 year old age group had the second highest rates with 9.1%, 11.3% and
14.2% respectively.

‘There has been a structural shift in the region away from employment in agriculture, forestry and
fishing to more people being employed in the tertiary sector. For those with jobs, there has been a
shift to part-time employment that has been most pronounced for the younger age groups. Despite
growth in the number of people working, the Northern Rivers is also characterised by high
unemployment. ... The increasing prevalence of part-time jobs reduces the employment security of
the workforce. Compared with people in permanent full-time positions, those in part-time and
casual employment often find it more difficult to obtain loan funds to purchase housing and other
major assets. As owning a home is a major component of Australians’ financial security, those
without the ability to access such an asset are likely to be (or feel that they are) less financially
secure’ (DIPNR Northern Rivers Regional Profile March 2004, pg 90).

From the Northern Rivers Echo, June 2000, unemployment in places like Lismore remained at
almost double the national average of 6.7%. In Lismore unemployment was at 11.5% (2,429) in
March, a drop of 2.1% (463 people) from 12 months ago. In March 2000 Kyogle’'s unemployment
rate was 13.1% (16 % March ’99) while Richmond River’s figure was 12.7% (15.8% March ’99),
Casino 7.9% (374 people) while Byron had the highest figure at 19.7% (2,492 people).

Housing

TABLE 12 - Nature of Occupancy

Lismore LGA Northern Rivers NSW
Households % % %

Fully Owned 6,346 40.23 44.6 41 1
Being Purchased 3,609 22.88 20.7 23.2
Purch Rent/BuyScheme 88 .56
Rented:
State/Housing Authority 530 3.36 2.8
Other 4,048 25.66 24.4
Rent 60 .38 0.3
Not Stated
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Total Rented 4,638 29.40 27.5 27.5
Other Tenure Type 469 2.97

Other/Not Stated 712 4.51 7.2

Total 15,774 100 100 100

(Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2001)
(Far North East NSW Region statistics from DOTARS A Regional Profile June 2003)

There are slightly less people renting than there were in the 1996 census. There are 2.69% less
people fully owning/purchasing than in the 1996 census.

TABLE 12 (a) - Department of Housing Waiting List

Type of Stock Applicants Waiting Time June 1993 1998
2003

1&2 339 Approx. 6.5 years 4 months to a 2years &9

bedrooms year months

3 bedroom 257 Approx. 6.5 years 5 years 3 years

4 bedroom 68 Approx. 7 years 6.5 years 3 years

(Source: Department of Housing, June 2003)

The Department of Housing has 642 properties in Lismore but his also includes some community
properties owned by the Department: Dept. of Housing, 578, Aboriginal Housing Office, 57 and
Community, 7. The break up of stock type is 410 cottages/stand alone properties and 232
units/townhouses/semi detached/villas. The total number of people in all households is 1,292. The
average length of tenancies is 390 weeks. The waiting list has 664 applicants, compared to 710
applicants in 1993 and 403 in 1998. Proposed construction by the Department is 6-10 x 2 bedroom
villas/townhouses in Lismore.

TABLE 12 (b) - Public Housing Tenant Households, by whether receiving rental subsidy and
household size, as at 30" June 2003

1 2 3 4 5 Total | Households Total Public
person | person | person | person | person | Households not Housing
Receiving Receiving Tenant
Rental Rental Households
Subsidy Subsidy
Lismore LGA 265 121 47 23 20 476 80 556
Richmond- 1,251 590 235 127 85 2,288 271 2,559
Tweed SD
NSW 53,191 | 28,920 | 14,038 | 7,964 | 7,134 111,341 14,060 125,401
(Source: NSW Dept. of Housing. Public Housing Collection, as at June 30, 2003 in ABS Regional Profile
2004)
Mobility

TABLE 13 - Mobility

Number of Motor Vehicles

Lismore LGA Lismore LGA North Coast NSW

Households Percent Percent Percent

None 1,711 10.8 12
One 6,627 42 39.8
Two 4,871 31 30.1
Three or more 1,617 10 10.8
Not Stated 1,009 6 7.3
Total 15,835 100 100

(Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census, 2001)
(a) Includes those households which were temporarily unoccupied at the time of the census, but the collector
had ascertained that it was normally occupied, or the household contained only persons aged under 15
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years, or households which could not be classified elsewhere in this classification because there was
insufficient information on the census form.

TABLE 13 (a) - Mobility by Locality, Number of Motor Vehicles

Percentage of Households
Locality No One Two | Three or | Not Stated
Vehicles Vehicle Vehicles more
vehicles
Channon and Districts 5.0 47 32 9 8
Clunes/Eltham/Bexhill 2.7 30 47 17 3
Dunoon 4.0 38 43 11 3
Goonellabah 10.1 45 31 9 6
Lismore 17.7 44 23 8 8
Modanville 0.0 30 54 14 2
Nimbin and surrounds 11.8 47 22 6 14
Richmond Hill and McLeans 0.8 26 50 20 3
Ridges
Rural NW 4.1 44 34 14 5
Rural NE 3.3 36 39 15 6
Rural SE 5 30 44 18 4
Rural SW 8.6 34 33 19 6
Total 10.8 42 31 10 6

(Australian Bureau of Statistics 2001)

Health Disability

The World Health Organisation defines disability as: An impairment and refers to any restriction or
lack of ability to perform an activity within the range considered normal for a person. Based on this
definition the Australian Bureau of Statistics in a 1993 Census estimated that around 16% of the
Australian population had some form of disability. This figure is likely to be conservative in areas
with an older age profile because of the links between age and disability and frailty. The
prevalence of disability is lower in the Richmond Tweed area than in the State with approximately
17% of the regional population having some form of disability compared with 19% in the State
(Hunter Valley Research, June 2003). Based on the latest population estimate available, 43,386
persons in 2001, and using the proportion of 17% of the population have disability the Lismore
LGA could expect to have approximately 7,375 persons with some form of disability.

The ABS Regional Profile 2004 includes data provided by a ‘snapshot’ of services funded and
delivered through the Commonwealth/State Disability Agreement in the Far North Coast on one
day in May 2002. Table 3.2.1 shows that 388 persons received services on that day. The highest
proportions of persons receiving services primary disabilities classified as: Intellectual (55.93% or
217 people; Physical (12.11% or 47 people); and Developmental Delay (10.82% or 42 people).
This order and proportions of these have changed slightly since 1997 when Developmental Delay
with13.5% (48 persons) had the second highest proportion followed by Physical with 10.1% 36
persons). Intellectual had the same number of persons but the proportion has declined form 61% in
1997. The Far North Coast had higher proportions than NSW of service recipients in the disability
categories of: Developmental Delay (10.82% compared with 3.40% in NSW); Autism (5.67% and
4.63%); Physical (12.11% and 10.90%); Acquired Brain Injury (3.35% and 2.46%); Neurological
(4.64% and 2.62%); and Speech (2.84% and .89%).

Information gathered by the Department of Ageing, Disability and Home Care indicates that there
are 414 persons in Residential Aged Care Services in the Lismore Local Government Area. The
groupings of people with a disability that relates to service delivery can be found in the following:
e 0-4 years (113 persons)
5-14 years (497 persons)
15-24 years (507 persons)
25-64 years (1,117 persons)
65+ years (2,995)
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TABLE 14 - People with a Disability, By Age and Gender (a)

Age Group Persons Persons NSW
No. % Persons

0-4 113

5-4 497

15-24 507

25-34 508

35-44 901

45-54 1,387

55-59 635

60-64 652

65-69 556

70-74 658

75-79 662

80-84 520

85+ 600

65-69 556

Total 8,752

(a) Data are synthetic predictors of disability, derived from the 1998 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers
and the 2001 Census of Population and Housing (people in private dwellings only). Source: Dept. of
Disability, Ageing and Home Care (from the ABS Regional Profile 2004)

TABLE 15 - Disability Service Recipients (a) by Primary Disability Type, by Local Planning
Area (b), May 2002

Service Recipients Persons no Persons % NSW Persons no NSW Persons %

Developmental delay 42 10.82% 430 3.40%
Intellectual 217 55.93% 8,649 68.34%
Specific Learning n.p. 86 .68%
Autism 22 5.67% 586 4.63%
Physical 47 12.11% 1,379 10.90%
Acquired brain injury 13 3.35% 311 2.46%
Neurological 18 4.64% 331 2.62%
Vision 4 1.03% 163 1.29%
Hearing 3 T7% 193 1.52%
Speech 11 2.84% 113 .89%
Psychiatric n.p 263 2.08%
Not stated 6 1.55% 126 1.00%
Total 388 100.00% 12,656 100.00%

Source: 2004 ABS NSW Regional Profile
Source: NSW Dept of Disability, Health and Aged Care, Commonwealth and State Disability Agreement
Minimum Dataset, May 2002
(a) Recipient of services funded under the Commonwealth/State Disability Agreement, on the snapshot
day (May 2002). Excludes recipients of ‘Employment Services’ which are provided by the
Commonwealth Government
(b) NSW Dept of Disability Health and Aged Care Local Planning Area.

TABLE 16 - Disability service recipients (a) by broad service type, by Local Planning Area
(b), May 2002

Local Accommodation Community | Community | Respite no. Total (a) no. and

Planning support no. and | Support no. access no. and %age %age

Area (b) %age and %age and %age

Far North 121 126 111 47 405

Coast 29.9% 31.1% 27.4% 11.6% 100%

NSW 6,060 3,109 3,975 612 13,756
441% 22.6% 28.9% 4.4% 100%

Source: NSW Dept. of Disability, Health and Aged Care, Commonwealth and State Disability Agreement
Minimum Dataset, May 2002
Source: 2004 ABS NSW Regional Profile
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(a) Recipient of services funded under the Commonwealth/State Disability Agreement, on the snapshot
day (May 2002). Excludes recipients of ‘Employment Services’ which are provided by the
Commonwealth Government

(b) NSW Dept. of Disability Health and Aged Care Local Planning Area.

Table 3.2.4 shows the provision of Home and Community Care (HACC) services across Northern
Rivers Local Government Areas in 2002-2003. In 2004 Tweed Byron Ballina Community Transport
closed their books to new clients as they were working at capacity with no ability to service
increased numbers of people.

TABLE 17 - Service Recipients of Home and Community Care (HACC), by service type, by
Northern Rivers LGAs, 2002-2003

LGA Allied Assessment, | Centre- | Coun- | Domestic Home Meals | Person- | Respite | Social Trans-
health case based selling assist- maint- No al care port No
care manage- day care No ance No enance care Nc No support
and ment No and No
Nursing and case Home
care planning, modi-
No review No fication
No
Tweed 1,210 1,228 113 n.p. 824 265 345 242 94 423 418
Byron 270 194 53 n.p. 186 138 205 71 23 25 180
Ballina 450 477 25 7 298 185 287 141 70 136 256
Grafton 239 187 36 n.p. 108 63 134 35 n.p. 55 21
Lismore 322 767 232 17 354 194 348 123 52 163 433
Kyogle 134 103 37 13 76 18 102 19 13 70 191
Richmond Valley| 287 409 68 26 210 76 243 82 39 45 411
Maclean 279 415 79 8 153 55 246 49 13 46 55
Copmanhurst 58 46 8 n.p. 26 15 31 8 n.p. 13 6
Pristine Waters 154 120 21 8 68 35 73 16 5 31 26

Source: NSW Dept. of Ageing, Disability and Home Care, Home and Community Care (HACC) Minimum
Dataset, 2002-2003 (in 2004 ABS NSW Regional Profile)

(a) Counts are of services received. A person may receive more than one type of service.

Centrelink Payments

TABLE 18 - Pensions, Benefits and Allowances, Lismore, Richmond-Tweed SD, NSW

Payment Type (b) Lismore LGA Lismore LGA Richmond NSW

Recipients No. Recipients rate (a) Tweed SD | Recipients

recipients rate rate (a)

(a).

Newstart Allowance 2,743 63.8 61.1 29.7

Youth Allowance 1,778 41.3 30.5 19.2

Mature Age Allowance 65 1.5 3.0 2.1

Total selected labour market 4,586 106.6 94.5 50.9
recipients

Age Pension 3,704 86.1 45.9 30.9

Disability Support Pension 1,825 42.4 45.9 30.9

Total Social Security Welfare 27,929 649.5 683.0 450.0
Recipients

(Source: ABS 2001 Regional Profile Lismore LGA)
(a) Rate per 1,000 persons
(b) Recipients are classified according to the postcode district in the postal address held on departmental
records. Data at the postcode level have been converted to Statistical Local Areas (SLAs) and Statistical
Divisions (SDs) using the 1996 Census Collection District (CD) derived postal area (POA) concordance.
This is a geographic concordance based upon populations.

Centrelink income support customers (a): selected main payment type, by Statistical Local Area,

June 2002
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Age Disability | Newstart | Parenting Youth Other Total
Pension | Support | Allowanc | Payment | Allowanc
Pension e Single e
Lismore Pt A 2,816 1,644 1,849 1,090 1,323 | 1,415 10,137
Pt B 1,101 643 720 425 509 557 3,955
Total 3,917 2,287 2,569 1,515 1,832 | 1,972 14,092

TABLE 19 - Centrelink income support customers (a) selected main payment type, by
selected Statistical Local Area, June 2002 — Number and Percentage - Department of Family
and Community Services, June 2002

SLA Age Disability Newstart Parenting Youth Other (b) | Total
Pension Support Allowance Payment Allowance -
Pension Single

Tweed (A) — 8664 2634 2023 1381 1000 2362 18,064
Pt A

Tweed (A) — 3067 1605 1459 1065 791 1461 9,448
PtB

Total 11,731 4,239 3,482 2,446 1,791 3,823 27,512

42.64% 15.41% 12.66% 8.89% 6.51% 13.90% 100%

Byron 2279 1607 2402 1390 1051 1518 10247

22.24% 15.68% 23.44% 13.56% 10.26% 14.81% 100%

Ballina 4595 1607 1484 1130 1010 1505 11331

40.55% 14.18% 13.10% 9.97% 8.91% 13.28% 100%

Kyogle 1099 539 591 366 290 571 3456

31.80% 15.60% 17.10% 10.59% 8.39% 16.52% 100%

Lismore 3917 2287 2569 1515 1832 1972 14092

27.80% 16.23% 18.23% 10.75% 13.00% 13.99% 100%

Grafton 1917 886 744 538 423 783 5291

36.23% 16.75% 14.06% 10.17% 7.99% 14.80% 100%

Maclean 2730 844 837 492 396 998 6297

43.35% 13.40% 13.29% 7.81% 6.29% 15.85% 100%

Richmond 2425 1114 874 653 492 936 6494

Valley 37.34% 17.15% 13.46% 10.06% 7.58% 14.41% 100%

Copmanhurst 594 304 267 173 135 270 1743

34.08% 17.44% 15.32% 9.93% 7.75% 15.49% 100%

Pristine 1399 681 640 398 329 645 4092

Waters 34.19% 16.64% 15.64% 9.73% 8.04% 15.76% 100%

Richmond- 26046 11393 11402 7500 6466 10325 73132

Tweed 35.62% 15.58% 15.59% 10.26% 8.84% 14.12% 100%

NSW 601465 217165 178699 141472 124441 211170 1474412

40.79% 14.73% 12.12% 9.60% 8.44% 14.32% 100%

a) Includes both customers receiving a payment and those customers temporarily suspended or zero

paid due to income/assets test provisions or other administrative procedures.

Includes: Austudy, Carer Payment, Double Orphan pension, Exceptional circumstances, Mobility
Allowance, Newstart Mature Age Allowance, Parenting Payment Partnered, Partner Allowance,
Sickness Allowance, Special Benefit, Widow Allowance, Wife Pension & Widow Class B. Does not
include Family Tax Benefits.

Source: ABS Regional Profile 2004

b)

The ABS Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA) have been derived to measure different
aspects of social and economic conditions in Australia by geographic areas. They are indicators
that can identify areas of relative socio-economic advantage or disadvantage. Data on SEIFA is
taken from the Far North East NSW Region Profile by DOTARS, June 2003. The index of Relative
Socio-Economic Disadvantage, the most commonly used SEIFA Index, was derived from attributes
such as low income, low educational attainment, high unemployment and jobs in relatively
unskilled occupations. The mean score for the Index for this is 1,000. A score exceeding 1,000
indicates that an area is less disadvantaged than the Australian average, while a score of less than
1,000 indicates that an area is more disadvantaged than the Australian average. Using the SEIFA
based on the 1996 Census data the score for the Far North East NSW Region was 964. This
compares with a score of 1,006 for NSW as a whole. For the SLAs within the Region, scores
ranged between 933 and 988. Of the three largest urban centres, the score for Tweed Heads was
924, for Lismore 972 and for Ballina it was 938. Of the urban centres/townships, three had scores
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falling below 900, with Nimbin second most disadvantaged at 842. Five urban centres/townships
exceeded the Australian average score of 1,000. Two of these were in the Lismore LGA: Clunes
1,049 (3") and Modanville 1,071 (5™).

Another document that provides some overall information about the Northern Rivers Region, in
terms of its socio-economic situation is Tony Vinson’s Report, Unequal in Life (August 1999). It
looks at the distribution of social disadvantage in Victoria and NSW. The Northern Rivers came up
fourth in the list of the 30 most disadvantaged areas in Victoria and NSW. The indicators used
were Unemployment, Low Income, Low Birth Weight, Child Abuse, Education Leave School less
than 15 years, Emergency assistance, Psychiatric Hospital admissions, Court Convictions, Child
Injuries, Mortality, Long-Term Unemployment, Unskilled Workers, Court Defendants, Concentration
of disadvantage.
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3.

LOCAL AREA ANALYSIS

3.1

BACKGROUND

To look more closely at the LGA, areas have been identified as urban, rural and village.

The Urban Areas are:
e Lismore - East Lismore/Girards Hill, North, South and Central Lismore
e Goonellabah - East and West Goonellabah, Northern Ridges, Lismore Heights

The Rural Areas are:

Richmond Hill / McLeans Ridges

North-West - Rock Valley, Jiggi

North-East - Corndale, Rosebank, Numulgi, Whian Whian

The Channon including surrounding rural area and Koonorigan

South- East-, Monaltrie, Tregeagle, Wyrallah, Dungarubba, Tuckurimba, North Woodburn
South-West - Caniaba, South Gundurimba, Tuncester, Ruthven

The Villages are:

e Nimbin - including surrounding rural area and Goolmangar
e Dunoon-Modanville

¢ Clunes, Bexhill, Eltham

These areas are based on those used for Council’s Section 94 planning. However, Nimbin village
has a Collection District (CD) for the village of Nimbin alone, with a further four CDs which take in
the surrounding rural area including Goolmangar. This is because planning for services takes in
the entire Nimbin area, not just the village, which in itself is 486 persons.

3.2

3.2.1

URBAN AREAS

Lismore - East Lismore / Girards Hill, North, South and Central

Lismore

The 2001 population for this area is 16,974 (Estimated Resident Population). This area
contains the Central Business District (CBD) that includes a limited residential population.
Much of this area is flood-prone. The population for this area appears to have grown but
this is due to placing Lismore Heights in this catchment area (taken from the
Goonellabah/Urban Catchment East catchment). This is to align with the S94 Plan.
According to Council’s projected population increases this area shows the potential for an
increase of approximately 348 people to the year 2013.

Lismore is the main area for sporting facilities in the LGA. There are large fields housing a
range of sports concentrated within the CBD. It is also home to the commercial heart of not
only Lismore, but the region. The Neighbourhood Centre, Public Library, Regional Art
Gallery, TAFE and Southern Cross University are located here. The only centre-based,
occasional child-care service in the LGA, which is Council owned and operated, is located
close to the Base Hospital. There are two regional hospitals as well as a number of other
peak health services in this area, such as Lismore and District Women'’s Health Centre,
Women’s Health Matters, Family Support Service, and Mensline / Men’s Support.

Age and Family Structure

The median age is 34. However, in 2001 there was still a high proportion of residents over
the age of 60 years, 18.6%, slightly less than in 1996. The largest proportion of 23.6% are
aged between 40-59 years. This has increased from 1996. One fifth, (19.8%) are 0-14
years of age and a further one fifth, (19.8%) are 25-39 years of age. The 15-24 year age
group comprise 18.2% of the residents. There are 574 people who identified as being
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Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander. Family structure is unable to be directly compared with
the 1996 census as the categories have changed.

Couple Family with Children
Couple Family without Children
One Parent family

Other family

1,391 (38.6%)
1,176 (32.7%)
938 (26.1%)
97 (2.7%)

Household type by the number of persons usually resident:

Lone person household 1,778 persons

(of these 348 are women aged over 75 years, with a further 171 between 65-74. There are
92 men in lone person households over the age of 75 and 72 aged between 65-74)
Two persons 1,615 households

Three persons 832 households

Four Persons 672 households

Five Persons 313 households

Six or more Persons 154 households

Group Households 528

The mean household size is 2.4 persons.

Household Type and Size Richmond -Tweed SD and NSW 2001

Richmond-Tweed | Prop % Richmond - NSW Prop % NSW
SD no. Tweed no.

Single Family 54,893 68.98 1,596,231 71.49
Multiple Family 545 .68 28,867 1.29
Household

Group Households 21,010 26.40 522,487 23.40
Lone Person 3,132 3.94 85,243 3.82
Households

Total Households 79,580 100 2,232,828 100

Source: ABS Regional Profile 2004

Household Income and Tenure Type

Those reporting incomes of $25,948 or less is 44.2%. Those households earning incomes
between $26,000 and $51,948 are 28.3% of the population. Some 17.6% of households
reported incomes of over $52,000. This has increased greatly by 6.7% since 1996. The
median weekly household income is $500-$599. The mean weekly individual income is
$200-$299 and the median weekly family income is $600-$699.

The Lismore urban area has the full range of housing from separate dwelling to semi-
detached, flats, units/apartments. Dwelling ownership, including those in the process of
purchasing was recorded at 57.16% of all households, down significantly from 1996 when it
was 67.5%. Those dwellings being rented account for 36.62%, the highest proportion in the
shire. This has increased from 1996 when it was 22.5% and this area had the second
highest proportion of renters. Part of this can be due to the presence of the University.
There are only three areas in the LGA with semi-detached, row or terrace houses and this
area is one of them. In NSW 41.10% of housing is fully owned.

Dwellings No %
Separate House 4,757 72.71%
Semi-detached, row or terrace house, townhouse, etc 302 4.2%
Flat, unit or apartment 863 13.19%
Other Dwelling 165 2.52%
Not Stated 34 0.52%
Unoccupied private dwellings 421 6.44%
Total 6,542 100%
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3.2.2

Mobility

As one may expect in the urban area less people have vehicles as there is greater access
to town buses as well as being able to walk or cycle to services. In Lismore 17.7% of the
population, highest in the LGA, have no vehicle. The proportion of the population with one
vehicle is 44%, 23% have two vehicles and 8% have three or more vehicles

Goonellabah - East and West Goonellabah, Northern Ridges,

Lismore Heights

The name Goonellabah is derived from “gunel”, meaning “native coral tree”. Previously
known as Wilson’s Ridge, as Newtown, as Paddington and as “loves Retreat”.
Goonellabah is located on a ridge 5.5 kilometres east of the Lismore Centre Business
District. As such it is flood-free land. Its growth has slowed considerably since the 1996
census, but is now growing again. The 2001 population is 11,802 (ERP). All areas
increased in population during the past five years. There is an increased subdivision activity
in Goonellabah, particularly Goonellabah east. Potentially this could increase the
population by 1,730 over the next ten years.

In the last five years Goonellabah Village Square shopping centre has opened up opposite
the Council Chambers on Oliver Avenue. It contains a major Coles supermarket, chemist,
bottle shop, newsagency and various food outlets. This has been at the expense of the
Rous Road shopping centre, which lost the chemist and newsagency to the new centre.
The small commercial centre still contains a post office, takeaway food outlets and a few
other assorted commercial businesses. The YWCA has set up an office in this complex and
is providing numerous and varied community services. Telstra has built a call centre that
employs 150 new people behind the new shopping centre, but the call centre had
previously closed with the loss of 80 jobs.

Kadina Park, located opposite Kadina High School, is being developed in stages as a large
integrated sport and recreational reserve. It will ultimately include a basketball/netball
court, sportsfield, shared walking/cycle paths, picnic and barbeque facilities and a number
of playgrounds to cater for different age groups.

Goonellabah Community Centre is home to a number of services for older people; day
care, home modification and maintenance, and community transport. The centre also
houses the library, toy library and meeting rooms. The centre is adjacent to the Northern
Rivers Health Service primary health care and dental facility. Some major sports fields are
located in Goonellabah for a variety of activities: hockey, soccer, touch football, tennis, and
cricket. A recreation facility comprising two multi-purpose indoor courts and dedicated youth
space will be developed in 2005 / 2006. However, currently there is a significant shortage
of community facilities, particularly for youth, given that this is a large urban centre and
transport is limited.

Age and Family Structure

The median age in this area is 35 years. The 0-14 year age group comprises 22.57% of the
resident population. The proportion of 15-24 year olds is 15.73%, slightly less than in 1996.
17.71% of are aged between 25-39 years of age, also slightly less than in 1996 when it was
one fifth of the population. Those persons in the 40-59 year age bracket are 25.45% up
slightly from the previous census. Those 60 years of age and over comprise 18.55%, that is
where the population has increased the most since 1996, up 3.35%. There are 556 persons
who identified as being Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.

Family Structure

e Couple Family with Children 1,257 (41.6%)
e Couple Family without Children 1,102 (36.4%)
e One Parent Family 632 (20.9)
e Other Family 34 (1.1%)

One-parent families comprise 632 families or 1,665 persons. Of these 1.051 are females
and 614 males are males.
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Household type by the number of persons usually resident:

Lone person households 994

(Of these 649 are female and 345 are men (203 are women 75 years of age and over in
lone households compared with 42 men). When combined with the 65 years and over age
bracket there are 330 females and 79 men.

Two persons 1,372 households
Three persons 640 households
Four persons 602 households
Five persons 296 households
Six or more persons 116 households
Group Households 195

The mean household size is 2.5 persons.

Household Income and Tenure Type

833 families report earning $25,948 or less/year, or 27.5% of households. While difficult to
compare as in 1996 income was measured by household income and this is measured as
family income those families earning less has increased dramatically. In 1996 13.3% of
households reported incomes of $25,948 or less. There are 942 families earning between
$26,000 and $51,948 or 31.5%. This has increased since 1996 when 41.8% of households
reported incomes of between $26,000 and $51,948. The number of families reporting
incomes of over $52,000 has decreased to 29.7% (902 families) from 31% in 1996. 11.7%
did not state their income. Incomes generally have substantially decreased. The median
weekly household income is $600-$699. The median weekly individual income is $300-
$399 and the median family income is $700-$799.

Goonellabah, being one of two major urban areas in Lismore has a range of dwelling types.
Of these there are 3,399 separate houses, or 73.4%. of housing stock. Of these 43.1% are
fully owned, 27.7% are being purchased, 24% are being rented and a further 5% other
tenure type or not stated. There is negligible change here from the 1996 census. There are
535 semi-detached, row or terrace house, townhouses or 11.6% of households in this area.
Of these 20% are fully owned, 7% are being purchased and 66% are rented with the
remaining 7% other tenure type or not stated. Again, there has been little or no change
since 1996. There are 400 flats, units or apartments or 8.7%. Of these 19% are fully owned,
3% are being purchased and 66% are being rented. There has been change here from
1996 when only 9.1% were fully owned and 73.5% were being rented and 4.9% were being
purchased. ‘Other dwellings’ is negligible.

Dwellings No %
Separate House 3,399 73.4%
Semi-detached, row or terrace house, townhouse, etc 535 11.6%
Flat, unit or apartment 400 8.64%
Other Dwelling 0 0
Not stated 22 .48%
Unoccupied private dwellings 275 5.94%

Mobility

Goonellabah has the third highest number of households without a vehicle, 10.1%. This is
to be expected being an urban area. Ownership of one vehicle accounts for 45%, two
vehicles is 31% and three or more vehicles is 9%.
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3.3

3.3.1

RURAL AREAS

Richmond Hill / McLeans Ridges

In 2001 the population of this area was 1,106 an increase of 1.7% from the 1996 census. In
1974 Richmond Hill was established as the first rural residential subdivision 10 km to the
east, on the outskirts of Lismore. It is located on a narrow ridge with a main road running
through it, connecting the substantial commuter traffic from Bangalow/Byron Bay to
Goonellabah. Further rural residential development is taking place on the eastern side of
the ridge connecting towards Macleans Ridges. There is a hall, pre-school (within the hall),
and tennis court that make up the ‘heart’ of Richmond Hill. There is also an alternative
primary school located here. Macleans Ridges is a further 3 km east, but is much more
dispersed. As both areas continue to spread the urban area is moving closer to this
traditionally rural area. There has been more subdivision occurring here over the past five
years.

Age and Family Structure

The median age is 40. The 0-14 year age group comprises 23.4%, almost one quarter of
the population. Significantly, 37.6% are aged between 40-59. Those aged between 15-24
are 12.9% and 25-39 are 12.8% of the population for this area. Those aged 60 years and
over make up 13.3% of the population. The median age is 40. There were 20 people who
identified as being Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.

e Couple Family with Children 169 (52.2%)

e Couple Family without Children 125 (38.6%)

e One Parent Family 30 (9.3%)

e Other Family 0

Household type by the number of persons usually resident:
Lone Person household 38 persons (of these 10 are 75 years +)
Two persons 125 households
Three persons 68 households
Four persons 65 households
Five persons 41 households
Six persons or more 18 households
Group Households 7

The mean household size is 3.1 persons.

Household Income and Tenure Type

Those households reporting income of $25,948 or less is 21.7%. Those households
earning incomes between $26,000 and $51,948 are 24.1%. Some 42% of households
reported incomes of over $52,000. This has increased substantially since 1996 when
27.6% of households reported this income. The median weekly household income is $800-
$999. Median weekly family income is $1,000-$1,199.

The most predominant form of housing by far is single dwellings. 92.3% (361 dwellings) of
all dwellings in this area are single dwellings. It has a high level of home ownership with
56% of houses fully owned, a similar proportion as in 1996 and 29% being purchased. Only
8.7% are renting. There are no semi-detached, row or terrace house, townhouse in this
locality and only three flats, units or apartments and three other dwelling. There are 21
unoccupied private dwellings.

Mobility

This area has only .8% of households without a vehicle, the second highest proportion in
the LGA, 26% have one vehicle, 50% have two vehicles, 20% have three or more vehicles.
This area has the highest percentage of households with three vehicles. In previous census
collections the number of households with four vehicles was collected. This area has had
the highest proportion of households with four vehicles dating back to 1991. It has the
second highest proportion of households with two vehicles.
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3.3.2 The Channon District

The population for this area in 2001 was 1, 422. There was little or no change from the
previous census in 1996. The Channon was originally marked on maps as “Channon
Grass”, then as “Terania”. The name “Channon” was suggested by Duncan Carrie (who
also named Dunoon) after the Bundjalung name of the Zania Palm which grew in
abundance in the area, called the Channon Palm.

This area includes the rural communities of The Channon, Terania Creek, Tuntable Creek,
Keerrong, Koonorigan, and Goolmangar. Each of these areas are located some distance
from the Lismore CBD: Goolmanger, 10 km, The Channon, 20 km, Koonorigan, 25 km,
and Terania Creek, 37 km. These are road distances only and do not reflect the time it
takes to reach these communities on narrow, winding, rural roads. The Channon is the
largest locality in this area. It has a Public Hall, pre-school three days per week, shop,
tavern, craft shop, and showground that provides the venue for the monthly market. There
are also halls in Goolmangar, Keerong, Koonorigan, and Tuntable Creek, which incorporate
a pre-school three days per week. Public primary schools are located in Goolmangar (27
students), The Channon (43 students) and Tuntable Creek (27 students).

Age and Family Structure

The median age is 36. The highest proportion of people in this area are aged between 40-
59 with 34.9% of the population. One quarter of people are aged between 0-14, being
24.2%. Just under one fifth are aged between 25-39, or 19.1%. The 15-24 year age bracket
comprises 12.4% of the resident population and those aged 60 years and over are 9.3%.
There were ten people who identified as being Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.

e Couple Family with Children 158 (41.3%)

e Couple Family without Children 112 (29.2%)

e One Parent Family 104 (27.2%)

e Other Family 9(2.4%)
Household Type by the number of persons usually resident:
Lone persons 145 persons
Two persons 171 households
Three persons 84 households
Four persons 65 households
Five persons 38 households
Six persons or more 16 households
Group Households 17

The mean household size is 2.5 persons.

Household Income and Tenure Type

Those with incomes of $25,948 or less is 50.2% of households, down from 56.4% in 1996.
Those households earning incomes between $26,000 and $51,948 is 24.6%, similar to
1996. The proportion of households earning $52,000 and over is 14.7%, well up on the
8.9% in 1996. The median weekly household income is $400-$499. The median weekly
family income is $500-$599.

The most predominant form of housing by far is single dwellings. This area has 559 single
dwellings out of a total of 571 dwelling structures and 267 of these are fully owned with a
further 120 being purchased. There are only three flat, units or apartments and no semi-
detached, row or terrace house, townhouses. There are four other dwellings that are a
house or flat attached to a shop or office. 95 dwellings are being rented. There are 65
unoccupied private dwellings.

Mobility
This area (equal to Nimbin) has the highest proportion of people with one car only, 47%.
Combined with those with no vehicle 5%, this area has 52% of households with one or no
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vehicle. This means that many people are transport disadvantaged given the distance from
Lismore and little in the way of public transport. 32% of households have two vehicles and
9% have three or more vehicles. The low mobility levels have not changed since the 1996
census when this area had the highest proportion of people with one car only.

3.3.3 Rural North West

This area has undergone very little change in the past five years. The population in 2001
was 1,644. There was a decline from the 1996 population of 1,753. This area includes the
localities of Rock Valley, Jiggi, Georgica, and Larnook. Jiggi is located 20 km northwest
from Lismore, and Georgica is a few kilometres further along on the Mountain Top Road.
Rock Valley is 15 km northwest and Larnook is located further along on the Cawongla
Road. The area is geographically large with 251.5% kms but is very sparsely populated.
Larnook and Jiggi each have a school and hall. Jiggi also has tennis courts and a pre-
school. Rock Valley has a hall.

Age and Family Structure

The median age is 38. The age groups that dominate are the 40-59 year olds with 33.5%
of the resident population and the 0-14 year olds with 24.8%. Just under one fifth, or 19.6%
are aged between 25 -39 years. Those persons aged 60 and over total 12.95% of the
population. The 15 -24 year age bracket comprises 9.2% of the resident population. There
were 18 persons who identified as being Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.

Family Structure

e Couple Family with Children 218 (47.3%)
e Couple Family without Children 148 (32.1%)
e One Parent Family 92 (20%)
e Other Family 3 (0.7%)

Household Type by the number of persons usually resident:
Lone person households 134 persons (45 of these are aged 55 years and over).

Two persons 190 households
Three persons 110 households
Four persons 96 households
Five persons 41 households
Six persons or more 16 households
Group households 22 households

The mean household size is 2.6 persons.

Household Income and Tenure Type

Incomes have decreased substantially with 42.4% of households recording incomes of less
than $25,948, a significant increase from 1996 when one third of households earned this
income. Those households with declared incomes of over $52,000 are 19.1%. This has
decreased from 23% in 1996. Those households earning between $26,000 and $51,948 is
29.6%, again a decrease from 1996 when it was 37.24%. The median weekly household
income is $500-$599. The median weekly family income was $600-$699.

This area has a high proportion of separate housing, at 91.8% (625 dwellings) with 48.4%
fully owned and a further 26.9% being purchased. Only 16% are rented. Median weekly
rent is $100-$149. The only other form of housing in this area is the ‘other dwelling’
category, 2.1% (14 dwellings) and 42 unoccupied private dwellings. The ‘other dwelling’
category includes caravans, cabins, houseboats, improvised homes, tent, sleepers out,
house or flat attached to a shop, office, etc. Compared with 1996 there were 45.4% of
separate dwellings fully owned, with 23.9% being purchased and 14.4% being rented.

Mobility
Nearly half the population have one vehicle (48.1%), 34% have two vehicles, and 14%
have three or more vehicles.
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3.3.4 Rural North East

The population of this area is 1,713 in 2001, a slight decrease from 1996. The rural
northeast sector of the LGA includes the localities of Repentance Creek, Dorroughby,
Corndale, Rosebank, Tullera, Numulgi and Whian Whian. Each of these areas are located
some distance from the Lismore CBD: Numulgi 10 km, Tullera 10 km, Corndale 18 km,
Whian Whian 25 km, Rosebank 30 km and Dorroughby 35 km. Each of these areas has a
hall. There are schools at Whian Whian, Numulgi, Corndale and Rosebank. Rosebank also
has a pre-school that operates three days per week from the hall, a local store and cafe.
Dorroughby has a Field Study Centre and a centre for environmental learning. The
northeast is more densely populated than the other rural areas in an area of 225°%kms, the
second largest geographic area. This may be due in part to its closer proximity to the
coast.

Age and Family Structure

The median age is 38. The most significant age group in this area is the 40-49 year olds
that comprise 34.67%. This has increased from 28.9% in 1996. The proportion of the
population aged between 0-14 years of age is 22.5%. Some 12.5% of the population is
aged 15-24 and those aged between25-39 is 17.9%. Those residents 60 years of age and
over comprise 12.5% of the population. There were 46 persons who identified as being
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.

e Couple Family with Children 325 (50.5%)
e Couple Family without Children 214 (33.3%)
e One Parent Family 98 (15.2%)
e Other Family 6 (.9%)

Household Type by the number of persons usually resident:

Lone person household 163 people (60 persons are aged 55+)
Two person 254 households

Three person 146 households

Four person 131 households

Five person 81 households

Six persons or more 26 households

Group households 32 (in two person households)

The mean household size is 2.7 persons.

Household Income and Tenure Type

A significant proportion of the population, 40.5% declared incomes of less than $25,948.
This is by far the greatest proportion as 26.1% of households have incomes between
$26,000 and $51,948, compared with 44.3% in 1996. This has changed greatly since 1996
when it was 18.7% of households earning under $25,948. The proportion of households
earning in excess of $52,000 is 22.3%. The median weekly household income is $500-
$599. The median weekly family income is $600-$699.

Separate houses make up by far the most common form of housing with 91.8% of all
housing falling into this category. Of these 45% are fully owned, 24.2% are being
purchased and 20.9% are being rented. There are three ‘semi-detached, row or terrace
house, townhouse’ and three ‘flat, unit or apartment’ and six ‘other dwelling’. There are 65
unoccupied private dwellings.

Mobility

There are 36% of households with one vehicle, 39% with two vehicles and15% with three
or more vehicles. As public transport in the rural areas is negligible one vehicle is a
necessity. If one member of the household works on a regular basis, then two vehicles are
really required in order to provide effective mobility.
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3.3.5 Rural South East

The population in 2001 was 2,448. This is not comparable to the 1996 population as North
Woodburn has been included in this catchment. This area includes a large number of
dispersed, small, rural communities: Tregeagle, Chilcotts Grass, Monaltrie, Wyrallah,
Lindendale, Tucki Tucki, Marom Creek, Tuckurimba, Dungarubba, North Woodburn and
part of Broadwater. Tregeagle is located 10 km. to the southeast of Lismore. It has a hall,
tennis courts, sports fields and a school with 133 students, which make up the centre of the
community. Monaltrie is 7 km, and Wyrallah is 10 km outside of Lismore. Wyrallah has a
small school with 60 students as well as a hall. Dungarubba and Marom Creek also have a
hall.

Age and Family Structure

The median age is 38. The largest proportion of residents are aged between 40-59, with
32.1% of the population, an increase from 1996 when it was just 28%. Almost one quarter,
23.9%, are aged between 0-14 years, slightly up from 1996. Those residents aged
between 15-24 is 10.9%, a decrease from 1996. Those residents aged 60 years of age and
over comprise 15.5% of the population, a slight increase since 1996. There were 65
persons who identified as being Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.

e Couple Family with Children 372 (53.5%)

e Couple Family without Children 258 (37.1%)

e One Parent Family 65 (9.4%)

e Other Family 0

Household type by the number of persons usually resident:

Lone person 136 persons (60 persons are aged 55+)
Two persons 282 households

Three persons 161 households

Four persons 129 households

Five persons 78 households

Six persons or more 41 households

Group Households 14 (two person households)

The mean household size is 2.9 persons.

Household Income and Tenure Type

Those households earning $25,948 and under comprised 27.2%, the same as earned over
$52,000 per year. The largest proportion, 35.6% earned between $26,000 and $51,948.
The median weekly household income is $700-$799. The median weekly family income is
$800-$999.

Housing in this area is comprised mainly of separate houses, (87%), of which 50.7% is fully
owned, a further 24.2% is being purchased and 15.7% is rented. The only other form of
housing in this area are four flats, units or apartments and 56 ‘other dwelling’. There are 59
unoccupied private dwellings.

Mobility
There are 30% of households with one vehicle, 44% with two vehicles and 18% with three
vehicles. This area has the third highest proportion of households with three vehicles.

3.3.6 Rural South West

The population in 2001 was 1,202. Because of changes to the layout of census collector
districts there is no way to allow a direct comparison of the demographics with the 1991
census data. The rural southwest comprises the localities of Caniaba, Tuncester,
Springrove, McKees Hill, Tatham, South Gundurimba and Ruthven. The total population of
this area is 1,292. There is a proposal to develop Caniaba into a major new village centre. If
developed Caniaba will be as large as some of the other villages, such as Dunoon, Nimbin
and Clunes, if not larger. Currently, Caniaba is a small, rural area with a tennis court, hall
and school (46 pupils). Being 10 km from Lismore, Caniaba residents utilise the community
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facilities and services in Lismore. South Gundurimba is 6 km and Ruthven is 15 km from
Lismore. Both of these areas have a hall.

Age and Family Structure

The median age is 37. The proportion of the population aged between 0-14 years is 21.6%,
15-24 is 14.5%, 25-39 is 17.7%, 40-59 is 27.5% and 60 years plus is 18.8%. The biggest
increase has been in the 60 years and over group up 4.1% since 1996, while the 25-39
year age group decreased by 4.3%. Those in the 0-14 year age group declined from 24.4%
in 1996. There were 30 persons who identified as being Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.

e Couple Family with Children 156 (46.4%)
e Couple Family without Children 127 (37.8%)
e One Parent Family 47 (14%)
e Other Family 6 (1.8%)

Household type by the number of persons usually resident:

Lone Person 91 persons (55 of these are persons aged 55 years +
Two person 141 households

Three person 65 households

Four person 70 households

Five person 36 households

Six persons or more 16 households

Group Household 16 households (two person)

The mean household size is 2.7 persons.

Household Income and Tenure Type

Those households with an income of $25,948 and less are 38.1% of the total. The
proportion of households earning between $26,000 and $51,948 and then over $52,000 are
each 25.7%. A further 10.6% did not state all income or partial income only. In 1996 22.3%
of households earned $25,948 or less, 34% earned between $26,000 and $51,948 and
22.9% earned in excess of $52,000.

The median weekly household income is $600-$699. The median weekly family income is
$700-$799.

Mobility

This area has the fourth highest proportion of households without a vehicle, 8.6%. There
are 34% of households with one vehicle, 33% with two vehicles and 19% with three or more
vehicles. This area has the second highest proportion of households with three vehicles.

3.3.7 Clunes / Bexhill / Eltham

Bexhill was once known as “Bald Hill”, one of the first big cedar camps in the 1840s. It was
then named after the assistant surveyor, when developing as a village, whose name was
“Beck”. Beck’s Hill eventually became Bexhill. The village of Bexhill is located 10 km north-
east of Lismore and is located directly on the Lismore to Bangalow Road. This is the main
transport route between Byron Bay and Lismore. Eltham is located 15 km east from
Lismore along a much more circuitous route along one of the many winding, scenic country
roads. There are 390 people in the Clunes rural area, 531 in Eltham and 402 in Bexhill /
Numulgi for a total population of 1,323. Collectively this area’s population has increased
slightly from 1996. There were nine persons who identified as being Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander.

Age and Family Structure

The median age is 37. In the rural Clunes collector district there are six people over the
age of 100. The only other areas to have people over the age of 100 are in East Lismore
and Goonellabah and Nimbin village. More than likely those in the urban areas would be
people residing in nursing homes. There are just under one quarter,24.8% of people aged
between 0-14 years. The highest proportion of people are in the 40-59 year age bracket
with 33.6% of the population. The 15-24 year olds account for 12%, 25-39 are 17.1% and
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3.4

3.4.1

those aged 60 and over are 12.5% of the population. Nine persons identified as being
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.

Family structure

e Couple Families with Children 210 (58%)

e Couple family without Children 120 (33.2%)

e One Parent Family 29 (8%)
e Other Family 3 (0.8%)

The population distribution is very similar to the 1996 census, with a family orientation.

Household Type by the number of people usually resident

Lone person household 54 persons (of these 30 are aged 55 +)
Two persons 126

Three persons 80

Four persons 89

Five persons 44

Six or more persons 18

Group Households 16 (in two person household)

The mean household size is 2.9 persons.

Household Income and Tenure Type

The median weekly household income is between $800-$999/week. A significant amount
of households, 39.6% have incomes over $52,000/annum. Over one quarter, 27.2%
declare incomes of between $26,000 and $51,948. Those households earning $25,948 and
less is 22.7%. One tenth of households did not declared their incomes. The median weekly
family income is $1,000-$1,199 per week. In this catchment area 43% of the population
fully own their own separate house and 36.5% are in the process of purchasing a separate
house and 11.5% are renting in the private sector. The only other type of housing in this
area, besides separate dwellings, is categorised as other dwellings (caravan, cabin, etc.)
and there are 14of these. In the 1996 census 100% of this category was 100% fully owned.
In the 2001 census none are fully owned. They are either being purchased or rented.
There are 39 unoccupied private dwellings.

Mobility
In this area 2.9% of households have no vehicle, 27.3% have one vehicle, 48.2% have two
vehicles and 18.2% have three or more vehicles.

VILLAGES

Nimbin
The name Nimbin comes from the Bundjalung “nyimbuny” meaning a wise man or little
man. It is also believed to conceal a sacred name not to be mentioned.

The village of Nimbin is located 30 kilometres from Lismore, with poor public transport, an
inadequate road network and a low level of car ownership. Many people live in excess of
10 kilometres from the village. In addition to its physical isolation, the Nimbin community
experiences disadvantage on a number of other levels. The population of Nimbin is a
source of debate as the real population does not appear to be reflected in the Australian
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) census data. Anecdotal sources indicate a much greater
population than the census. According to the 2001 ABS census the village itself has grown
from a population in 1996 of 319 to 338. The surrounding area has, according to the
census, 1,212 people, giving a total population of 1,550. The anecdotal information
suggests that the population is closer to 4,000 (1998 Doctor’s Surgery books). It is thought
that the population is under-enumerated, given some of the isolated properties, numerous
multiple occupancy dwellings and many long-term visitors.
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It must be acknowledged that the village of Nimbin is the service centre for a much wider
catchment population. As Nimbin borders rural Kyogle and Tweed Council areas a
proportion of people from there utilise services in Nimbin. The Nimbin community has
struggled to maintain their medical services. From four doctors a couple of years ago, the
last doctor left town in May 2003. The Northern Rivers Division of General Practice was
notified of a successful funding application at the same time to enable a General
Practitioner to stay in the town. The hospital is undergoing renovations to become a Multi-
Purpose Service (MPS). This will cater for community health services, acute care and
nursing home service. The community has been campaigning against the Federal
Government’s formula for allocating a rural subsidy to GPs. The formula places Nimbin with
Lismore as they share a postcode. The area surrounding Nimbin Rocks has particular
significance for Indigenous persons. Anecdotally, it is said that there are approximately 100
Indigenous persons living in Nimbin.

The Nimbin Community Development Association (NCDA) opened in February 1998. It
provides a wide range of services for the people of Nimbin: meeting rooms, youth
activities, neighbourhood centre, a cafe and art space. Examples of usage include meeting
rooms, youth activities, neighbourhood centre, a café, Bay FM and art space. NCDA has
become a major focus for community services and development in Nimbin. A skate park
has been built in Peace Park, adjacent to the NCDA. Other Sporting facilities in Nimbin
include a swimming pool, soccer field and tennis courts.

The community centre workers state that factors most commonly implicated in
homelessness in Nimbin are drug and alcohol abuse, mental illness and in some cases,
domestic violence. It is said that in Nimbin there is a lack of affordable housing, no
emergency accommodation, no adult refuge or supported accommodation or childcare
facilities

Age and Family Structure

The median age in Nimbin and rural surrounds is 39. The largest proportion of the total
population is, by far, the 40-59 year age group with 35.2%. The proportion of the population
aged between 0-14 is 21.2%, 15-24 is 12.3%, 25-39 is 16.9% and 60 years of age and over
is 14.4%. Interestingly, there are three people aged 100 years and over in the village. There
were 17 persons who identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.

Family structure in Nimbin village

e Couple Families with Children 25 (32.9%)

e Couple Family without Children 20 (26.3%)

e One Parent Family 28 (36.8%)

e Other family 3 (4.0%)

Household type by the number of persons usually resident in Nimbin village:
Lone person household 50 persons (25 of these are 55 +)

Two persons 39

Three persons 14

Four persons 11

Five persons 7

Six or more persons 0

Group Households 13 (7 two person), (3 three person), (3 four person)

The mean household size is 2.1 persons.

Family Structure in Nimbin rural surrounds

e Couple Families with Children 97 (31.3%)
e Couple Family without Children 98 (31.6%)
e One Parent Family 115 (37.1%)
e Other Family 0
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Household type by the number of persons usually resident in Nimbin rural:

Lone person households 175 persons (of these 100 are 45-64 years of age)
Two persons 151

Three persons 74

Four persons 41

Five persons 24

Six or more persons 15

The mean household size is 2.2 persons
The lone person household type is significant with 175 persons in the rural area and 50
persons in the village itself.

Household Income and Tenure Type

The median weekly household income in both the village and the surrounding rural area is
$300-$399, well below the poverty line. The median weekly family income for both areas is
$400-$499. The proportion of households with an income of $25,948 per annum and under
is 58.3%. Those with incomes between $26,000 and $51,948 are 19.6% and over $52,000
is 10%.

In this combined area 47% of the population fully own their house, while 18% are being
purchased and 19% are renting in the private sector. Of the semi-detached/terrace house
none are owned outright, 19% are being rented from the Dept of Housing and 66.7% are
being rented in the private sector. The predominant form of housing is overwhelmingly
single dwelling houses. An interesting figure is that of 91 unoccupied dwellings are in the
rural area and 19 in the village. One possible reason for this could be that people did not
respond to the census collector, as it is highly unlikely that there would be that number of
vacant houses. There are 106 separate houses in Nimbin village and 523 in the rural
surrounds. Combined there are 43 ‘other dwelling’ which includes caravans, cabins,
houseboats, improvised homes, tents, sleep outs, house or flat attached to a shop, office,
etc.

Mobility

Nimbin is significant in that it has very low levels of car ownership. Social disadvantage. Is
very apparent given its distance from Lismore and the lack of public transport. Nimbin has
the second highest proportion of households with no vehicles, 11.8%, and the equal highest
proportion of households with one vehicle, 47%. Combined there are 58.8% of households
with one or no vehicles, second only to Lismore, which is an urban area. Nimbin has the
lowest proportion of households with three or more vehicles and the lowest proportion with
two vehicles.

3.4.2 Dunoon
Dunoon was named after one of the first settlers in the area, Duncan Carrie, after his
birthplace in Scotland. The 2001 population is 398. Dunoon is located 20 km from the
Lismore CBD. It has a pre-school that operates from the Masonic Hall. The Dunoon Hall is
also well used for a variety of community activities. The village has a school and sporting
fields. A female doctor runs a practice 5 days/week on the main street, who also does
home visits and residents can get prescriptions sent out to the village.

Age and Family Structure

The median age is 35. The largest age group is the 40-59 year olds with 33.5% of the
resident population. Just over one quarter are aged 0-14 years, 26%, 215-24 year olds
comprise 10%, 25-39 are 21.5% and those 60 years of age and over are 9% of the
population. There were nine persons who identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.

Family structure

e Couple Family with Children 58 (52.3%)
e Couple Family without Children 32 (28.8%)
e One Parent Family 21 (18.9%)
e Other Family 0
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Household type by the number of persons usually resident:

Lone person households 25

Two persons 36

Three persons 32

Four persons 24

Five persons 16

Six or more persons 3

Group Households 8 (two persons)

The median household size is 2.7 persons.

Household Income and Tenure Type

Those families with a declared income of $25,948 or less are 27.5%. A higher proportion of
households, 37.5%, have incomes between $26,000 and $51,948. One-fifth, 20%, have
incomes $52,000 and over. However, there are no households with incomes of $2,000 or
more per week. The rest of households did not declare all incomes or partial income only
stated. The median weekly income for both households and families is $600-$699. This
area is predominantly separate housing with 141 out of 164 total dwellings. There are 14
unoccupied dwellings. The remaining six are ‘flat, unit or apartments’. Of separate houses
34.8% are fully owned, 37.6% are being purchased, 22.7% are being rented while the
remainder is not stated or another tenure type (includes dwellings being occupied rent
free).

Mobility
Dunoon has only 4% of households with no vehicles, 38% with one, 43% with two and 11%
of households with three or more vehicles.

3.4.3 Modanville
The 2001 population for Modanville in 2001 was 466. It is located 11 km northeast of
Lismore. Modanville has one school.

Age and Family Structure

The median age is 35. There is a proportionally large group of 0-14 year olds with 33.6% of
the resident population. Similarly the 40-59 year age group comprises 31.3%. The 15-24
year olds are 7.7%, 25-39 are 17.8% and those aged 60 years and over are 11.6%. In
Modanville, there were eight persons who identified as being Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander.

Family Structure

e Couple Family with Children 81 (59.6%)
e Couple Family without Children 50 (36.8%)
e One Parent Family 5 (3.7%)

e Other Family 0

Household Type by the number of persons usually resident:

Lone person households 6
Two person 50
Three person 25
Four person 24
Five person 24
Six or more persons 3
Group Household 0

The mean household size is 2.4 persons.

Modanville is very much a family dominated village with no group households, only six
people in lone person households and no classified other family structure. Couple (two
parent) family account for 81 families, couple family without children comprise 50 and there
are only five one-parent families.
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Household Income and Tenure Type

Modanville has the highest proportion of households with incomes over $52,000 with 43.1%
of the resident population. Conversely, it has the lowest proportion of households with
incomes below $25,948 with 20.1%. Some 29.9% of households in Modanville declared
incomes of between $26,000 and $51,948. The median weekly income is $800-$999,
equal to Richmond Hill as the highest level in the LGA. The median weekly family income
is also $800-$999.

The only type of dwelling in Modanville is single dwelling houses with 146. Of these 42.5%
are fully owned, 48% are being purchased and only 3.4% are rented. A number of
households didn’t state the type of tenure. There are eight unoccupied private dwellings.

Mobility

Again, as in 1996, Modanville is an area where they record no households without a
vehicle, the only area in the Lismore LGA where this occurs. Some 30% have one vehicle,
54% have two vehicles and 14% record three or more vehicles. Again, the proportion of
households with two vehicles is the highest in the LGA .

3.4.4 Clunes

Clunes was named after Robert Mortimer Clunes, originally called Ferndale. It is also a
Gaelic word, meaning “pleasant place.” Clunes is located 20 km northeast along the
Lismore to Bangalow Road. This is the main transport route between Byron Bay and
Lismore. A new school was built by the Department of School Education in 1995. Lismore
Council purchased the old Clunes school site in 1997 for the community’s use. A
community group, called Clunes Old School Site (COSA) oversees the this site, which
includes a Community Technology Centre (CTC) and meeting spaces. Activities for youth
are still a major need in the village. The village of Clunes has experienced growth with the
development of a number of recent village subdivisions. There were 412 people resident in
Clunes Village in 2001.

Age and Family Structure

The median age is 36. Approximately one quarter of the population, 24.8%, is aged
between 0-14 years. The highest proportion of people are in the 40-59 year age bracket
with 28.9% of the population. The 15-24 year age bracket comprises 10.7%, 25-39 year
are 21.8% and those aged over 60 years of age are 13.85%. Three people identified as
being Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.

Family Structure

e Couple Families with Children 61 (49.6%)
e Couple Family without children 42 (34.2%)
e One Parent Family 17 (13.8%)
e Other Family 3 (2.4%)

Household Type by the number of persons usually resident:

Lone person households 23 persons (12 are 55 years +)
Two persons 47

Three persons 29

Four persons 35

Five persons 6

Six or more persons 3

Group Households 4 (two persons)

The mean households size is 2.7 persons.

Household Income and Tenure Type

Those families earning $25,948 and less per year account for 26.9% of households. Some
36.6% of households declared incomes between $26,000 and $51,948. Over one quarter,
26.2% of households earn over $52,000/year. The median weekly household income is
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$600-$699. 39% of the population fully own their own separate house, and 39% are in the
process of purchasing. There are no semi-detached/terrace house, flats, units or
apartments in Clunes. The median weekly family income is $700-$799/week.

Mobility

In Clunes village 2% of the population have no vehicle, 36.2% have one vehicle, 45% have
two vehicles, 13.4% have three or more vehicles.
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APPENDIX 1

Lismore City Council Population by Age Group

Regions 0-4 5-9 10- 15- 20- 25- | 30- 35- 40- | 45- | 50- | 55- | 60- 65+ Total

14 19 24 29 | 34 39 44| 49| 54| 59| 64
Lismore 985 | 1020 | 1067 | 1462 | 1398 | 1023 | 983 | 1062 | 1170 | 987 | 873 | 609 | 559 | 2343 | 15544
Goonellabah [ 855 | 839 | 905 | 946 | 865 | 643|694 | 702 | 832 [ 807 [ 729 | 563 | 455 [ 1681 | 11516
Richmond 73 88 98 96 47 22 54 65 111 | 113 | 111 81 58 89 1106
Hill/McLeans
Ridges
Rural 106 130 172 104 47 67 86 170 181 | 168 | 118 85 72 140 1646
Northwest
Rural 158 | 155 | 223 | 196 | 102 | 143|117 | 167 | 236|273 | 196 | 123 | 98 | 201 | 2388
Northeast
The 94 | 114 132 125| 49| 74| 82| 112| 131|167 [124| 68| 52| 79| 1403
Channon
Rural 175 204 | 209 | 170 | 98| 119|143 | 174 | 212193 | 229 | 158 | 122 | 259 | 2465
Southeast
Rural 79| 85| 103 | 105 741 66| 50| 103 79[109| 90| 63| 69| 164 | 1239
Southwest
Nimbin 9 27 25 32 30 10 18 20 28 41 28 9 15 46 338
Nimbin 71 83| 114 74| 54| 61| 57| 96| 124143113 | 60| 59| 103 | 1212
Rural
Dunoon 17 48 39 23 17 22 34 30 49 36 23 26 12 24 400
Modanville 54 | 52| 41 24 12| 20| 30| 33| 55| 34| 30| 27| 18] 36| 466
Clunes 38 42 22 29 15 20| 25 45 37| 43| 26| 13| 15 42 412
Village
Clunes, 95 121 105 104 51 70 66 86 119 | 135 | 115 67 54 108 1296
Eltham,
Bexhill Rural
APPENDIX 2
School Enrolments
2.1 Government School Enrolments 1995 to 2003

Year

Government Primary Schools 1995 1998 2001 2003
Albert Park 114 96 93 75
Bexhill 58 45 57 84
Blakebrook 84 84 92 76
Caniaba 42 46 45 44
Clunes 122 93 101 127
Coffee Camp 56 71 58 61
Corndale 31 40 27 31
Dunoon 162 115 99 94
Eltham 34 59 68 79
Goolmangar 33 28 26 27
Goonellabah 563 467 402 311
Jiggi 63 51 43 41
Larnook 75 64 58 32
Lismore 535 489 408 379
Lismore Heights 460 358 301 257
Lismore South 358 247 233 269
Modanville 85 94 110 118
Nimbin Central* 193 172 251 233
Numulgi 16 15 7 10
Pearces Creek 47 41 31 30
Rosebank 43 44 35 27
The Channon 73 57 55 43
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Tregeagle 109 133 124 133
Tuntable Creek 33 33 39 27
Whian Whian 16 13 10 18
Wilson Park Special School 29 44 39
Whyrallah 44 60 87 64
Whyrallah Road 413 492 526 540
* Combined primary and secondary school enrolment

Government Secondary Schools 1995 1998 2001 2003
Kadina High 1028 917 795 709
Lismore High 955 1001 1012 1066
Nimbin Central* 165 174 251 233
Richmond River 912 793 628 605
* Combined primary and secondary school enrolment

2.2 Non-Government School Enrolments 1998

Non-Government Schools - Primary 1998 2001 2003
Blue Hills College, Goonellabah (yr. K-yr. 10) 153 155 159
Our Lady Help of Christian (yr K-yr 6) 219 233 196
Our Lady of Lourdes (yr. K,1,2 85 84 80
St. Carthages Primary School 640 593 641

Summerland Christian School 189 266 228
Tuntable Falls Primary School 28 30 27
Vistara , Richmond Hill 50 57 39
Young & Powerful (yr. 1-yr.10) 65

Non-Government Schools Secondary 1998 2001 2003
Trinity Catholic College 1460

St. John'’s College Woodlawn 385 551 643
Summerland Christian College (yr.7-yr.8) 59
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